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ABSTRACT  

  

Background: IRabies Iis Ione Iof Ithe Ineglected Itropical Izoonotic Idiseases Icaused Iby Ia Ivirus. IIt  

Ibelongs Ito Ithe IRhabdoviridae I(Zachary, I2007). IIt Iis Ia Idisease Ithat Iis Icommonly Ifound Iin Ianimals  

Ibut Ican Ieasily Ieffect Ihuman I(Quinn Iet Ial., I2002). IWhere Ithere Iare Ianimal Ireservoirs, Irabies Iis  

Icommonly Ispread. IThe IGeneral Iobjective Iof Ithis Istudy Ito Ievaluate Idifferences Iin Iknowledge, 

Iattitude Iand Iperception Iabout Irabies, Iamong Ithe Iresidence Iin IGa IEast I  

Method: IA Icross-sectional Istudy Iwas Iused Iin Ithis Istudy Iusing Ipurposive Isampling Itechnics. I I  

IData Iwas Ibe Icollected Iby Iinterviewing Istudy Iparticipants Iwith Iquestionnaire Iand Ianalysed Iusing  

IOKD ICollection Iand Ialso ISTATA Iversion14.2  

Results: IA Itotal Iof I475 Irespondents Iwere Iinvolved Iin Ithe Istudy. IOut Iof I475 Irespondents I354  

Irepresenting I74.53% Iwere Imales Iwhile I25.47 Iwere Ifemales. IFor Ithe Icategories Iof Idog Iownership  

Iand Ipurpose Iof Ikeeping Idogs, Iout Iof Ithe I475 Irespondents, I444 Irepresenting I93.47% Iown Idogs Iand  

Ionly I6.53% Iin Ithe Istudy Iareas Idid Inot Iown Idogs. IAssessing Ithe Ipurpose Iof Ikeeping Idogs, Ithe  

Imajority I[348 I(77.25)] Iwere Iof Ithe Iview Ithat Ithey Ikeep Idogs Iof Isecurity Ireasons Iwhile Iothers  

Iwere Ialso Iof Ithe Iopinion Ithat, Idogs Ikeeps Ithem Icompany Iand, Ithey Ikeep Ithem Ibecause Iof Ihaving  

Ifun Iwith Ithem. ILess Ithan I50% Iof Ithe Irespondents I[186 I(39.16%)] Iwere Iof Ithe Iview Ithat Ibuying  

Imedicine Ifrom Ithe Idrug Istore Iis Ithe Ifirst Iremedy Ito Itake Iafter Idog Ibits Iexposure. IOthers I(29.05%)  

Ialso Iwere Iof Itheir Iopinion Ithat Itetanus Ivaccination Ishould Ibe Idone Ifirst. IMeanwhile, Icalling Ithe  

Idoctor I(12.84%) Iand Ithoroughly Iwashing Ithe Iwound Iwith Isoap Iunder Irunning Iwater I(8.84%) Iseen 

Iless Iresponses.  

Conclusion: IFindings Ifrom Ithis Istudy Ihave Irevealed Ithat Idog Iowners Ido Inot Iprovide Ihousing Ifor  

Itheir Idogs Iand Ido Inot Ifeed Ithem, Ithis Ican Ilead Ito Ia Isituation Iwhich Iincreases Ithe Inumber Iof Istray  
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Idogs Ion Ithe Istreet- Iwhich Iare Imore Iat Irisk Iof Ibeing Ibitten Iby Irabid Idogs, Ithus Iposing Ias Ia Isource Iof 

Iinfection Ito Ihumans. INot Iseeking Imedical Ihelp Ifor Idogs Iand Ibeating Ithem Iare Iunfair Itreatment Ifor 

Ithese Ianimals.  

  

     



 

IV  

  

DEDICATION  

  

This Ithesis Iis Idedicated Ito Imy Ichildren IChief IWigglesworth IMangosutho IVetsi Iand IMollent INaana 

IRahanaJayana ISefakor IVetsi.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

  



 

V  

  

I Iwish Ito Ihumbly Iexpress Iour Iprofound Igratitude Iand Iappreciation Ito Iour Isupervisor, IDr. IYeetey  

IEnuameh Ifor Ihis Itime Iand Ipatience Iin Iproviding Ime Iwith Iall Ithe Inecessary Iguidance Iand Isupport  

Ithroughout Ithe Iperiod Iof Ithe Istudy. IMany Ithanks Ialso Igoes Ito IEric IGyamfi I(PhD) Ifor Ispending Ihis  

Iprecious Itime Iwith Ius Iassisting Ius Iin Iall Idiverse Iways. IAlso Ithe Icommunity Imembers Iof IGa IEast  

Iwho Imade Itime Ito Irespond Ito Imy Iquestionnaire. I  

My  Ifinal  Iacknowledgement  Iand  Iappreciation  Igoes  Ito  Ithe  Imanagement  Iof  IGa  IEast  IHealth  

IDirectorate Iand Ithe Ifive Iresearch Iassistance Iduring Idata Icollection Iand Iediting Iand Iother Isupports.  

  

 I  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

VI  

  

TABLE IOF ICONTENTS 

DECLARATION.........................................................................................................................

... I ABSTRACT 

.................................................................................................................................. II 

DEDICATION............................................................................................................................. 

IV ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

........................................................................................................ V TABLE IOF 

ICONTENTS ........................................................................................................... VI LIST 

IOF ITABLES ....................................................................................................................... X 

LIST IOF IFIGURES 

.................................................................................................................... XI LIST IOF 

IABBREVIATIONS .................................................................................................. XII 

DEFINITION IOF ITERMS ..................................................................................................... 

XIII CHAPTER IONE 

........................................................................................................................... 1  

Background IInformation ..............................................................................................................1  

The IPathogenesis Iof Irabies ...........................................................................................................1  

Clinical Isymptoms Iof Irabies .........................................................................................................2  

Manifestation Iof IRabies Iin IHumans .............................................................................................4  

Rabies IControl Iin IGhana ..............................................................................................................5  

Statement Iof Ithe IProblem .............................................................................................................6  

Research IQuestions ......................................................................................................................7  

Objectives .....................................................................................................................................7  

General IObjective .........................................................................................................................7  

Specific IObjectives .......................................................................................................................7  

Significance Iof Istudy ....................................................................................................................8  

Assumptions .................................................................................................................................8  

Limitations Iof IStudy .....................................................................................................................8  

Profile Iof IStudy IArea ....................................................................................................................9  



 

VII  

  

.Relief Iand Idrainage ......................................................................................................................9 

Land ITenure ISystem ................................................................................................................... 11  

Structure Iof Ithe IAssembly .......................................................................................................... 11  

Ethnicity Iand IChieftaincy ........................................................................................................... 12  

Water Iand ISanitation .................................................................................................................. 12  

Housing Iand IDevelopment IControl ............................................................................................ 12  

Education .................................................................................................................................... 13  

Health IService IDelivery ............................................................................................................. 14  

CHAPTER ITWO ........................................................................................................................ 

15 REVIEW IOF IRELATED ILITERATURE 

............................................................................... 15  

Introduction ................................................................................................................................ 15  

Brief IHistory Iof IRabies .............................................................................................................. 15  

Transmissions Iof Ithe IRabies IDisease ......................................................................................... 16  

Trends Iin IAnimals Iand IHuman IVaccination Iagainst IRabies ...................................................... 16  

Relationship Ibetween IMan Iand IDog .......................................................................................... 17  

The IDog Ias Ia IScavenger ............................................................................................................. 18  

The IDog Ias Ia ISpiritual IBenefactor ............................................................................................. 18  

The IDog Ias Ia ISource Iof IProtein .................................................................................................. 19  

Rabies IControl Iin ISome ICountries ............................................................................................. 19  

The IAnti-rabies Icampaign Iprogramme Iin IGhana Iconsists Iof ..................................................... 22  

Some ITheoretical IPerspectives ................................................................................................... 22  

Value IExpectancy ITheory IDeterminants Iof IHuman IBehaviour ................................................. 23  

Knowledge ILevel ....................................................................................................................... 23  



 

VIII  

  

Beliefs......................................................................................................................................... 24  

CHAPTER ITHREE .................................................................................................................... 

25 METHODOLOGY ..................................................................................................................... 

25  

Overview .................................................................................................................................... 25  

Study IDesign .............................................................................................................................. 25  

Study IPopulation ........................................................................................................................ 25  

Sample ISize IEstimation .............................................................................................................. 26  

Data ICollection ITools/Methods ................................................................................................. 28  

Data Ihandling Iand Ianalysis ......................................................................................................... 28  

Pretesting Iof IInstruments ............................................................................................................ 29  

Validity Iof Ithe Iinstrument .......................................................................................................... 29  

Reliability Iof Ithe Iinstrument ....................................................................................................... 30  

Ethical IConsiderations................................................................................................................ 30  

CHAPTER IFOUR ....................................................................................................................... 

31 RESULTS 

.................................................................................................................................... 31  

4.0 IIntroduction .......................................................................................................................... 31  

4.1 IQuantitative IData IAnalysis ................................................................................................... 31  

4.2 ISection IA: ISocio-Demographic ICharacteristics IOf IRespondents ........................................ 31  

Section IB: IThe IKnowledge IOf IThe ICommunity IConcerning IRabies ......................................... 33  

Knowledge IOf IRabies ................................................................................................................ 33  

Most ICommon IAnimal ISource IOf IRabies .................................................................................. 35  

Section IC: IActions ITaken IWithin IThe ICommunity IAfter IExposure ITo IDog IBite ..................... 36  

Common IPractice IAmong ICommunity IMembers IDuring IDog IBits I(Exposure) ........................ 36  



 

IX  

  

Section IC: ICommunity’s IPerception IOf IRabies ......................................................................... 38 

Perception ................................................................................................................................... 38 

section ID: ICommunity’s IAttitude IToward IDog IBites ................................................................ 39 

Attitude Iof IIndividuals Itowards IDogs IKeeping .......................................................................... 39  

CHAPTER IFIVE ........................................................................................................................ 41 

DISCUSSION .............................................................................................................................. 

41  

Demographic Icharacteristics ...................................................................................................... 41  

The IKnowledge Iof Ithe ICommunity IConcerning IRabies ............................................................ 41  

Communities IPractice Iafter IExposure Ito IDog IBite .................................................................... 43  

Community Iperception Iregarding IRabies ................................................................................... 45  

Community’s IAttitude Itoward Icaring Ifor Itheir IDogs ................................................................. 45  

CHAPTER ISIX ........................................................................................................................... 46 

CONCLUSION IAND IRECOMMENDATIONS ...................................................................... 

46  

6.1. IConclusion ........................................................................................................................... 46  

6.2. IRecommendations ............................................................................................................... 46  

REFERENCES ............................................................................................................................ 

47 APPENDICES 

............................................................................................................................. 52  

Appendix I1; IPermission ILetter ................................................................................................... 52  

Appendix I2; IIntroduction ILetter ................................................................................................. 53  

Appendix I3; ICover ILetter ........................................................................................................... 54  

  

  

  



 

X  

  

  

  

  

  

LIST IOF ITABLES  

  

Table I1. I0 I: ISample Isize Idistribution Iper Icommunities ................................................................. 28  

Table I4.0 IDistribution Iof IRespondents Iby IAge, ISex, IEducation, IOccupation Iand IReligion ......... 33  

Table: I4:1: IKnowledge Iof IRabies IDisease .................................................................................... 36  

Table I4:2; ICommon IPractice Iamong ICommunity Imembers Iduring IDog IBits I(exposure) ............ 38  

Table I4:3: IPerception Ion Istray Idogs Iin Ithe Ienvironment ............................................................... 40  

Table I4:4: I IAttitude Iof IIndividuals Ion IDogs.................................................................................. 41  

LIST IOF IFIGURES  

  

Figure I1. I1 IMap Iof IGa IEast IMunicipal IAsembly .......................................................................... 10  

Figure IA. I IPermission ILetter ......................................................................................................... 53  

Figure IB. I IIntroduction ILetter ....................................................................................................... 55  

Figure IC. ICover ILetter .................................................................................................................. 56 

LIST IOF IABBREVIATIONS  

AfroREB        Africa IRabies IExpert IBureau   

AMA         Accra IMetropolitan IAssembly  

CHNs         Community IHealth INurses  

CHOs         Community IHealth IOfficers  

CHPS         Community IHealth IPlanning Iand IServices  



 

XI  

  

DHIMS        District IHealth IInformation IManagement ISystem      

ELISA         Enzyme-LInked IImmunosorbent IAssay  

GHS; I         Ghana Ihealth Iservice  

HBM         Health IBelief IModel  

ICT          Information Iand Icommunications Itechnology  

KABP         Knowledge IAttitude IBehaviour Iand IPractices  

MHD         Municipal IHealth IDirectorate  

MOFA         Ministry Iof IFood Iand IAgriculture  

NGO         Non-Governmental IOrganizations  

NTDs         Neglected ITropical IDiseases  

ODK I         Open IData IKit  

OPD         Out IPatients IDepartment  

PAHO         Pan IAmerican IHealth Iorganization  

PET          Post-Exposure ITreatment  

SEARG        Southern Iand IEastern IAfrican IRabies IGroup  

SHS          Senior IHigh ISchool  

TMA         Tema IMetropolitan IAssembly  

UNDP         United INations IDevelopment IProgramme  

UNICEF        United INations IInternational IChildren's IEmergency IFund  

USA         United IState Iof IAmerica  

VSD         Veterinary IServices IDivision  

WHO         World IHealth IOrganization  

DEFINITION IOF ITERMS  

  

Knowledge: Ifacts, Iinformation, Iand Iskills Iacquired Ithrough Iexperience Ior Ieducation  

Attitude: IA Isettled Iway Iof Ithinking Ior Ifeeling Iabout Isomething      



 

XII  

  

Belief: IAn Iacceptance Ithat Isomething Iexists Ior Iis Itrue, Iespecially Ione Iwithout Iproof  

Perception: IThe Iway Iin Iwhich Isomething Iis Iregarded, Iunderstood, Ior Iinterpreted  

Vaccination: ITreatment Iwith Ia Ivaccine Ito Iproduce Iimmunity Iagainst Ia Idisease; Iinoculation  

Reservoir; IA Ipopulation, Itissue, Ietc. Iwhich Iis Ichronically Iinfested Iwith Ithe Icausative Iagent Iof Ia 
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CHAPTER IONE  

Background IInformation  

  

Rabies Iis Ione Iof Ithe Ineglected Itropical Izoonotic Idiseases Icaused Iby Ia Ivirus. IIt Ibelong Ito Ithe  

IRhabdoviridae I(Zachary, I2007). IIt Iis Ia Idisease Ithat Iis Icommonly Ifound Iin Ianimals Ibut Ican Ieasily 

Ieffect Ihuman I(Quinn Iet Ial., I2002). IWhere Ithere Iare Ianimal Ireservoirs, Irabies Iis Icommonly Ispread.  

IThe Ivirus Iis Ispread Ithrough Ian Iinfective Isaliva Iin Ibites Iand Iscratches Iand Iin Isome Icases Ithrough  

Itransmission Iis Ithrough Ilick Ifrom Iinfected Ianimal Iin Iopen Iwounds Ias Iwell Ias Ithrough Ithe Imucosal 

Imembrane. I(WHO, I2013b).  

The IPathogenesis Iof Irabies  

Development Iof Irabies Istarts Iwhen Ithe Ivirus Ienters Iinto Ithe Itissue Iof Ithe Ihuman Ior Ianimal. IIt Iis  

Iestimated Ithat I99% Itransmission Iof Ivirus Ito Ihuman Iis Ithrough Idog Ibite I(Bourhy Iet Ial., I2010),  

Iwhere Ithis Iserves Ias Iinoculation Iof Ivirus Ito Ithe Itissue Iby Iescaping Ithe Iouter Ilayer Iof Ithe Iskin  

Iwhich Iserve Ias Ia Iprotective Ibarrier I(Geerdes, I2014). IAfter Iinoculation Ivirus Ireplicate Iin Ithe Iskin  

Iand Imuscle Itissue I(Wilmshurst, I2014). IThen Ithe Ivirus Ibind Ito Ithe Inicotine Iacetylcholine Ireceptor  

Iat Ithe Ineuromuscular Icells Ialso Iknown Ias Ijunction Iand Itransported Ivia Iretrograde Iaxonal Iby  

Iperipheral Inerve Ito Ithe Ispinal Icord I(Fooks Iet Ial., I2014). IThe Ivirus Ithen Icontinue Iits Ireplication Iin  

Ithe Imotor Ineuron Iof Ithe Ispinal Icord Iand Ias Iwell Ias I Ithe Idorsal Iganglia Iroot, Iand Iascending Ito Ithe  

Ibrain, Iup Ito Ithis Itime Ithere Iis Ino Iclinical Isign Iand Isymptoms Ishown Iby Ithe Ipatient Iat Ithis Istage  

I(Badoe I& IWilmshurst, I2014; IJackson, I2013). IThen Iin Ithe Ibrain Ithe Ivirus Icontinue Ito Ireplicate Iin  

Ithe Ibrain Istem Iwhich Iwill Icause Ineuronal Idysfunction Ihence Ilead Ito Iclinical Isymptoms I(Jackson,  
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I2013). IIn Icarnivores Imammals Iboth Iwild Iand Idomesticated Iespecially Idog, Ithe Ivirus Iwill Ibe Ifound 

Iin Ithe Ioral Icavity Iin Ithe Isaliva, Ibecause Irabies Ivirus Iwill Ibe Itransferred Ito Ithe Isalivary Igland  

Isince Iit Iis Iinnervated Ifrom Iparasympathetic Inervous Isystem Ivia Isubmandibular Iganglion Iand  

Iglossopharyngeal Inerve Iby Isympathetic Iinnervations Ivia Isuperior Icervical Iganglion Iby Iafferent  

Iinnervations I(Fooks Iet Ial., I2014)  

Clinical Isymptoms Iof Irabies  

Clinical Isymptoms Iof Irabies Iis Icharacterized Iby; Iheadache, Ifever, Inausea Iand Iabdominal Ipain  

Iseen Iafter Ithe Iincubation Iperiod Iof Iseven Ito Ininety Idays I(7-90) Ior Iseveral Iyears Iin Isome Icases  

I(Badoe I& IWilmshurst, I2014). IThe Isymptoms Iare Idivided Iinto Itwo Iforms; Iwhich Iare Idumb  

I(paralytic) Iform Iand Ifurious Ior Iprodromal I(encephalitic Iform). IDumb Iform Iis Icharacterized Iby  

Iflaccidity Imuscle Iweakness Iwhere Ithere Iis Iascend Iparalysis Iand Iduration Iof Iillness Iis Ilonger  

Iwithin I14 Idays Icompared Ito Ithe Ifurious Iform I(Jackson, I2013). I  

Furious Iform  Iis Iassociated  Iby Ipain Iand Ipruritus  Iat Ithe Isite Iof Iinoculation Iwhich Ilead Ito  

Iinflammation Iand Iinfection Iin Ithe Ilocal Isensory Iganglia, Ihydrophobia, Iparesthesis, Iaerophobia,  

Iand Iencephalitis Iis Ialso Icharacterized Iby Iepisode Iof Iexcitement, Ihallucination Iand Ilucidity Ithen  

Ifollowed Iby Icoma Iand Ideath Iwhich Ican Ioccur Iwithin Iseven Idays Iafter Ionset Iof Ithe Iclinical  

Isymptoms I(Hemachudha Iet Ial., I2013). IIt Iis Isuspected Ithat Ideath Ioccurs Idue Ito Irespiratory Iarrest  

Icaused Iby Ispasms Iof Ilaryngeal Imuscle, Idiaphragm Iand Iaccessory Irespiratory Imuscle Iwhich Iare 

Icaused Iby Ihydrophobia I(Badoe, I& IWilmshurst, I2014).  

The Ilink Iamong Ihumans, Ianimal Ipopulations, Iand Iit Isurrounding Ienvironment Iis Ivery Iclose Iin  

Imany Ideveloping Icountries Iin IAfrica Iand IAsia, Iwhere Ianimals Iare Imeans Iof Imovement, Ifarming,  

Iand Isource Iof Ifuel, Ias Iwell Ias Iclothing Iand Iprotein. IIn Ithe Iabsence Iof Iproper Icare, Ithis Iassociation  

Ican Ilead Ito Iserious Ipublic Ihealth Iimplications Iwith Iserious Ieconomic Iimplications I(World IHealth  
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IOrganization IWHO, I2010. I  

Rabies Iin Ithe Itropics Ioccurs Iin Itwo Iepidemiological Iforms: Iurban Irabies Iwith Idog Ias Ithe Iprincipal 

Ireservoir Iand Isylvatic Irabies Iwith Iwildlife Ias Ithe Iprincipal Ireservoir. I(Depani Iet Ial., I2012) ISome  

Iauthors Iassociate Icanine Irabies Iwith Ia Iseasonal Itrend. IStudies Imade Iin IAccra Ifound Ithat Ithe  

Idisease Ihas Iits Ipeak Iin ISeptember Iand IOctober. IA Ismaller Ipeak Iwas Ialso Iobserved Ibetween IJanuary 

Iand IFebruary Iin Itwo Istudies Iin IAccra. I(Stahl Iet Ial., I2014).  

Globally, IZoonotic Idiseases Iare Isaid Ito Iaccount Ifor Iabout I60% Iof Iall Iinfectious Idisease Ipathogens  

Iand Iabout I75% Iof Iall Iemerging Idiseases I(Hogeveen, I& IMourits, I2015) Ithere Iwere Inew Iemerging  

Iof Inew Icases Iin Ideveloped Iand Ideveloping Icountries Iespecially Iin IAsia Iand IAfrica. IAsia Iis Ithe  

Ileading Ireported Icases Iof Irabies Idue Ito Idog Ibites. IAsia Iis Ithe Ileading Ireported Icases Iof Irabies Idue Ito 

Idog Ibites I(Badoe I& IWilmshurst, I2014)  

After IAsia, IAfrica Iis Ithe Isecond Imost Iaffected Icontinent Iwith Ian Iestimated I23,000 Ihuman Irabies I  

Ideaths Irecorded Iand Ireported Ievery Iyear I(Knobel; I2005).the Idisease Iis Iendemic Ithroughout Ithe  

IAfrican Icontinent Ithus, INorthern, ISouthern, IEastern, IWestern Iand ICentral IAfrica I(Hayman Iet  

Ial.,2011). IThe Iurban Irabies Ilineage Iis Ithought Ito Ihave Ibeen Iintroduced Iinto Isub-Saharan IAfrica  

Ifrom INorth IAfrica Iand IEurasia Ifollowing Ipatterns Iof Ihuman Icolonization I(Bourhy I2009). IDeaths  

Idue Ito Irabies Iin IAfrica Iare Ilinked Ito Ipoverty, Ilack Iof Iawareness Iamong Ipeople Iand Imedical  

Ipractitioners, Ias Iwell Ias Ilack Iof Iinfrastructure Ifor Ithe Imanagement Iof Irabies Iexposure I(Harrak,  

I2011). IHowever, Istudies Iby ILembo Iet Ial I(2010) Ihave Iconfirmed Ithat Ithere Iare Ino I I Iassociation I Ito  

Idoglike Irabies Icontrol Iin Imost Iof IAfrica Iand Ithat, Irabies Ielimination Iis Iepidemiologically Iand  

Ipractically Ifeasible Ithrough Imass Idog Ivaccination I(Lembo Iet Ial., I2010). IIn I1992, Ia Igroup Iof  

Iindependent Iscientists Iand Ipublic Ihealth Iofficers Icreated Ia Inetwork Icalled ISouthern Iand IEastern  

IAfrican IRabies IGroup I(SEARG) I(consisting Iof Isouth Iand Ieast IAfrican Icountries) Ito Istrengthen  
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Isurveillance  Isystems  Iand  Icoordinate  Irabies  Icontrol  Iprogrammes  Iin 

 Ithe  Icontinent I(www.searg.info). ISimilarly, Iin I2008 I Ianother Inetwork Iof Irabies Iexperts Ifrom I14 

IAfrican 

Icountries Isuch Ias IAlgeria, IBenin, IBurkina IFaso, ICameroun, ICongo, ICôte Id’Ivoire, IGabon,  

IMadagascar, IMali, IMorocco, INigeria, ICentral IAfrican IRepublic, ISenegal, ITogo, Icalled Ithe IAfrica  

IRabies IExpert IBureau I(AfroREB) Iwas Iestablished Ito Iimprove Isurveillance Iand Icoordinate  

Ieffective Irabies Icontrol I(Dodet Iet Ial., I2008). I  

In IGhana IRabies Iposes Ia Imajor Ipublic Ihealth Iproblem. IBetween Ithe Iyear I2000 Iand I2004, I123  

Iclinically Iconfirmed Ihuman Irabies Icases Iwere Ireported Iby Ipublic Ihealth Ifacilities Iacross Ithe  

Icountry Iand Ibetween I2010 Iand I2014, I22 Icases Iwere Ireferred Ito IGhanaians Ilargest Ihospital; Ithe  

IKorle Ibu I ITeaching IHospital Iin IAccra. IAlso, Ibetween, I2014 Ito I2018 Ithere Iwere I69,771 IDog Ibites 

Icases Iwere Ireported Iand Iout Iof Ithat, I269 Iof Ithe Icases Iwere Ideveloped Iinto IHuman IRabies. I(GHS; 

IDHIMS2, I2018)  

Manifestation Iof IRabies Iin IHumans  

There Iis Ia Iperiod Iof Ivague Isymptoms Ilasting Ifrom I2-10 Idays Iafter Ibeen Ibitten Iby Ian Iinfected Idog,  

Iwhich Iserves Ias Ithe Ireservoir Iof Ithe Iinfection. IThe Ipatient Imay Ihave Ia Ifever, Iheadache, Imalaise,  

Idecreased Iappetite Iand Ivomiting. IThere Imay Ialso Ibe Iitching, Isevere, Inumbness Iand Itingling Iat Ithe  

Isite Iof Ithe Iwound. IIn Iman, Ione Iof Ithe Imanifestations Iof Ithe Iinfection I- Ian Iinability Ito Iswallow  

Iliquids I- Ihas Igiven Ithe Idisease Ithe Iname Ihydrophobia. ISince Ithe Idevelopment Iof Isymptoms Iin  

Iman Iis Isufficiently Idifferent Iform Ithat Iin Iother Ianimals, Ihydrophobia Iis Ia Iterm Iused Ionly Ito  

Idescribe Ithe Idisease Iin Ihuman Ibeings. IAffected Iindividuals Iwill Ihave Ifoaming Imouth Idue Ito  

Iinability Ito Iswallow Itheir Isaliva, Iand Ithe Isight Iof Iwater Imay Iterrify Ithem. ISome Ipatients Ibecome  

Iagitated  Iand  Idisorientated  Iwhile  Iothers  Ibecome  Iparalyzed  Iand  Ieven  Idie  Ias  Ia  Iresult  Iof  

Icomplications I(Edward Iet Ial., I2014).  
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Rabies IControl Iin IGhana  

  

In IGhana Ithere Ihas Inot Ibeen Iany Iconsistent Iprogramme Ito Icontrol Irabies. IAttempts Ihave Ibeen Imade 

Ion Ifew Ioccasions Ito Ivaccinate Iall Idogs Ibut Inot Imuch Idesirable Iresults Ihave Ibeen Iachieved.  

IThe I1998 INational IAnti-Rabies Icampaign Iwas Ilaunched Iat IAbokobi Iin Ithe IGa IDistrict. IThe  

IDeputy IMinister Ifor IFood Iand IAgriculture, IMr. IMike IAkyeampong, Ilaunching Ithe Icampaign Ion  

Ithe I15th IApril, I1998, Iemphasized Ithat Ithe Ivaccination Iof Ipets Ishould Ibe Ifree Ifor Ithose Iwho Iwill  

Ibring Itheir Idogs Ifor Ivaccination Iwithin Ithe Ifirst Itwo Iweeks Iof Ithe Icampaign Iand Ithat Ithe  

Igovernment Ihad Ivoted I300 Imillion Icedis Ifor Ithe Ination-wide Iexercise. IHowever, Ithe IDirector Iof  

IVeterinary IServices, Iin Ihis Iaddress Iexplained Ithat Ithe Imass Ivaccination Ihas Inot Ibeen Iconsistent,  

Idue Ito Iinadequate Ifunding. IThe Ihighest IAnti-Rabies Ivaccination Icoverage Iever Iachieved Iis Isaid Ito 

Ihave Ibeen I34% Iin I1988, Iand Ithe I1998 Icampaign Ihas I50% Icoverage Ias Iits Itarget ICutler ISJ I(2004).  

The Ibest Iway Iof Ipreventing IRabies Idisease Iis Iby Ivaccinating Iall Idogs. IOther Iexperts Ialso Ibelieve 

Ithat Iit’s Ialso Iimportant Ito Icontrol Ithe Idog Ipopulation Ithrough Isterilization I(Lembo Iet Ial., I2010).  

IBut Iin Imost Icountries Ithe Iaim Iis Ito Itry Ito Ibring Idown Ithe Iendemicity I(prevalence Iand Ithe  

Iincidence) Iof Irabies Ithrough Ivaccination. IUnfortunately, Iseveral Icountries Ithat Iare Iendemic Ito  

Irabies Ido Inot Iachieve Itheir Iexpected Icoverage Iwhich Iwas Idue Ito I(Fielding Iet Ial., I2012), Ilack Iof  

Iawareness Iof Ithe Iimportance Iof Idog Ivaccination Iamong Idog Iowners, Ilack Iof Ivaccine, Ias Iwell Ias  

Ithe Icost Iof Ithe Ivaccine Ifor Ithe Idog Iowner Iand Idistance Ito Icover Ito Iget Ithe Ivaccines I(Jemberu Iet  

Ial., I2013). I  

  

Clinical Idiagnosis Iis Ipossible Ibut Imay Ibe Idifficult Iin Ithe Iprodromal Istage, Irabies Imay Ibe Iconfused  

Iwith  Iother  Idiseases  Idue  Ito  Iits  Ipresentations.  IIn  Imost  Icases,  Iwhen 

 Ithe  Iseverity  Iform  Iof Imanifestation Ibegin Ithat Iis Iwhen Iit Iis Isimple Ito Idiagnose ISome Iof 

Ithe Isymptoms Imay Ibe Iinability  
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Ito Iswallow Isaliva Iin Iall Ispecies Iis Isuggestive Iof Ian Iobstruction Iin Ithe Ithroat, Ia Iforeign Ibody  

Ilogged Ibetween Ithe Iteeth Ior Iingestion Iof Iirritating Isubstances. IThe Imain Iconfirmatory Itest Ifor  

Irabies Iare IFluorescent IAntibody Itest Iand IELISA. IHuman Ibeings Ican Ibe Itreated Iwith Ihuman Irabies 

Ivaccine Iand Ihuman Irabies Iimmunoglobulin I(Hemachudha Iet Ial., I2013).  

Statement Iof Ithe IProblem I  

Rabies Iis Ibeen Iconsidered Ias Ione Iof Ithe Ineglected Izoonotic Idisease Iand Ihas Ithe Icase Ifatality Irate  

Iof Iabout I100% I(Jackson, I2013). IIt Iis Iestimated Ithat Iabout I90% Iof Irabies Icases Ireported Iare Idue Ito  

Idog Ibites I(Fooks Iet Ial., I2014). IThe Idisease Ican Ibe Ispread Ithrough Ibite Ior Iscratches Iof Irabid Idog  

I(Fooks Iet Ial., I2014; IDogs Iare Idomesticated Ianimals Iwhich Iserves Ias Icompanion, Iprotector,  

Iinvestigator I(security Iagencies) Iand Ihunters Iand Ialso Ias Isource Iof Ifood Ito Iman Iin Isome Iparts Iof  

Ithe Iworld I(Hutabarat; I2003). IBut Ithey Iserve Ias Isource Iof Irabies Ito Ihuman Ibeing Idue Ito Iclose  

Icontact Iand Irelationship Ibetween Idog Iand Ihuman I(Hutabarat Iet Ial., I2003). I  

In IGhana, Ibetween Ithe Iyear I2000 Ithrough Ito I2004, Ithere Iwere I123 Iclinically Iconfirmed Ihuman  

Icases Ithat Iwere Ireported Iby IPublic IHealth IUnit Iof Ithe IGhana IHealth IService I(Hayman Iet Ial.,  

I2011). IGa IEast Ibeen Ia Irural IMunicipality Iin Ithe IGreater IAccra IRegion Irecorded I888 I(Exaction  

Ifrom IDHIMS2) Icases Iof Idog Ibites Ibetween I2014 Iand I2018 Iwith I5 Ideaths. IMost Iof Ithe Icases Iwere  

Ifrom Ithe Irural Isettings. IEven Ithough, Ithe Iurban Isetting Ireports Icases Ibut Ithe Imajority Iof Ithe Icases 

Icomes Ifrom Ithe Irural Isettings. IFactors Isuch Ias Isocio-economic Istatus, Ilevel Iof Ieducation, Ireligion.  

IThe Ipublished Idata Iabove Iwere Idata Ifrom Iepidemiologic Isystem. IBut Iit Iis Ibelieved Ithat Ithe Ifigures 

Ireported Iat Ithe Ifacility Iis Ijust Ia Ihandful Iof Iwhat Iis Ihapping Iin Ithe Icommunity.  

It Iwas Ialso Iobserved Ithat Imost Icommunity Imembers Iwho Ireport Iwith Idog’s Ibites Ido Inot Iknow Ithe  

Iaction Ito Itake Iat Ihome Ibefore Ireporting Iat Ithe Ihealth Ifacility. IIt’s Ialso Inoted Ithat Icommunity 

Imembers Iseek Ifor Imedical Ihelp Iat Idrug Istore Ifor Iwound Imanagement Iafter Iexposure Ito Idog Ibites.  
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IThis Ipractices Ihas Inot Ihelped Isince Imost Iof Ithese Iindividuals Ilater Ireport Iat Ithe Ifacility Iwith  

Isevere Iforms Iof Irabies. I  

Even Ithough Ithere Iare Itwo Iagencies Iinvolved Iin IRabies Ielimination Isuch Ias IGhana IHealth IService  

I(GHS), INeglected ITropical IDiseases I(NTDs) Iand Ithe IMinistry Iof IFood Iand IAgriculture I(MOFA),  

IVeterinary IServices IDivision I(VSD), Itheir Iefforts Ihad Inot Iyielded Ithe Iexpected Iresult. IBased Ion  

Ithe Iabove Ithe Iresearcher’s Iaim Iis Ito Ifind Iout Ithe Iperception Iof Ithe Ipublic Ias Ito Itheir Iknowledge Iin 

Idog Ibite Iand Irabies Icontrol Imeasures Iat Icommunity Ilevels I  

Research IQuestions  

1. What Iis Ithe Iknowledge Iof Ithe Icommunity Iconcerning IRabies  

2. What Iare Ithe Icommon Ipractices Iafter Ibeen Iexposed Ito IDog Ibites  

3. What Ido Ithe Icommunity Iperceive Iregarding Irabies Idisease?  

4. What Iare Ithe Icommon Iattitudes Iof Ithe Icommunity Itowards Idog Ibites? I  

  

Objectives I  

General IObjective I  

The IGeneral Iobjective Iof Ithis Istudy Ito Ievaluate Idifferences Iin Iknowledge, Iattitude Iand Iperception 

Iabout Irabies, Iamong Ithe Iresidence Iin IGa IEast.  

Specific IObjectives  

1. To Iassess Ithe Icommunities Iknowledge Iof Irabies Idisease. I  

2. To Iidentify Ithe Icommunities Ipractice Iafter Iexposure Ito Idog Ibite.  

3. To Iassess Ithe Icommunity Iperception Iregarding IRabies.  

4. To Ievaluate Ithe Icommunity’s Iattitude Itoward IDog Ibites.  
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Significance Iof Istudy  

Lots Iof Iefforts Iwere Ibeen Imade Ito Ireduce Ithe Iincidence I Iof Ithe Idisease Iin Iendemic Iareas Ithrough  

Imass Ivaccination Iof Idomesticated Idogs Iand Icats, Ibut Istill Imost Iof Ipeople Iwho Ikeep Ithem Ido Inot  

Icare Iabout Ithe Iwelfare Iof Itheir Ianimals I Ihence Ithese Ipractices Icause Iexposure Iof Ipeople Ito Irabies  

I(Bourhy Iet Ial., I2010) Iand Ialso, Imost Iof Irabies Icases Iare Inot Ireported Iat Ithe Ihealth Ifacilities, Ithis Iis  

Idue Ito Ilack Ipublic Iawareness Iand Isurveillance, Iand Ialso Idue Ito Isome Icultural Iand Isocial  

Iconfounded Ifactors I(Fooks Iet Ial., I2014).This Istudy Iwas Iconducted Iin IGa IEast IMunicipality Iand  

Ithe Ifinding Iwill Ihelp Ito Iadvocate Iresources Ifor Irabies Icontrol Iand Iwill Ialso Iit Iwill I Iprovide Ia Ibase  

Iline Iinformation Ifor Ithe IMunicipality Iand Iother Iresearchers Ifor Ifuture Ireferences. I  

Assumptions  

Based Ion Ithe Ihigh Idata Ion Iboth Imorbidity Iand Imortality Iassociated Iwith Irabies, Iit’s Ibeen Iassumed  

Ithat;  

1. Community Imembers Ido Inot Iknow Ithe Icauses Iand Ipreventive Imeasures Ito Itake Ito I Iavoid I  

Irabies Idisease Iafter Ibeen Iexposed Ito Idog Ibite  

2. Residence Iof Ithe Imunicipality Ido Inot Iknow Ithe Ibasic Isteps Ito Itake Iwhen Ibitten Iby Idogs  

Ibefore Ireporting Iat Ithe Ihealth Ifacility  

Limitations Iof IStudy  

  

It Iis Ianticipated Ithat Idue Ito Ihigh Irate Iof Idog Ibites Iin Ithe IMunicipality, Imost Idog Iowners Iwere Inot 

Iresponding Ito Ithe Iinterview Ithinking Ithis Iwill Iused Iagainst Ithem Ifor Inot Ivaccinating Itheir Idogs.  

On Ithe Iother Ihand, Ithe Icommunity Imember Idemanded IID Icards Ifrom Ithe Ischool- IKNUST Ias  

Iprove Ibefore Iresponding Ito Ithe Iquestionnaire Ior Igiven Ithe Iresearcher Itheir Iattention/audience. I I I 

Profile Iof IStudy IArea I  

 I  
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The IGa IEast IMunicipal Iwith Ithe Idistrict Ipopulation Iof I175,249 I(MHD IAnnual IReport I2018) Iis  

Ilocated Iat Ithe Inorthern Ipart Iof IGreater IAccra IRegion. IIt Icovers Ia Iland Iarea Iof Iabout I85.7 Isquare  

Ikilometres. IThe Icapital Iof Ithe IMunicipal Iis IAbokobi. IIt Ishares Iboundaries Iwith Ithe IGa IWest  

IMunicipal Ito Ithe IWest, Ithe ILa I- IKwantanang IMunicipal Ito Ithe IEast, IAccra IMetropolitan Ito Ithe  

ISouth Iand Ithe IAkwapim ISouth IDistrict Ito Ithe Inorth. IThe IMunicipal Iis Isub Idivided Iinto Itwo 

Iadministrative Iareas, Inamely Ithe IAbokobi IZonal ICouncil Iand Ithe IDome IZonal ICouncil.  

Relief Iand Idrainage I  

The Iland Iarea Iconsists Iof Igentle Isloped Ilandscape Iinterspersed Iwith Iplains Iin Ithe Iwest. IThe  

IAkwapim Irange Irises Isteeply Iabove Ithe Iwestern Iend Iand Ilies Igenerally Iat I375 I- I420 Imeters Inorth  

Iof IAburi Iin Ithe IAkuapim ISouth IDistrict Iand Ifall Ito I300 Imeters Isouthward Iin Ithe IOkaikwee INorth  

IDistrict. IThere Iare Ia Ifew Irivers Iand Iseasonal Istreams Imost Iof Iwhich Iare Ithreatened Iby Ihuman  

Iactivities. IThey Iinclude Ithe ISesemi Istream Iat ISesemi Iand Ithe IDakubi Istream Iat IAjako. IOther  

Ismall Iponds Iexist Iat IAbloradjei, ISesemi, Iand IOld IAshongman. IMost Iof Ithese Iponds Iare Ialso  

Ithreatened Iby Ihuman Iactivities Iand Ithe IAssembly Ihas Ito Imake Iconscious Iefforts Ito Ipreserve Ithem  

Ifor Iagricultural Iuse. IThe IMunicipal Ialso Ihas Ia Ilot Iof Iunderground Iwater Isome Iof Iwhich Ihave Ibeen 

Itapped Ito Iprovide Ipotable Iwater Ifor Ismall Itowns Iand Icommunities Iin Ithe IMunicipality.  
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Figure I1.1: IMap Iof IGa IEast IMunicipal IAssembly  

  

Source: IGhana IStatistical IService, IGIS  
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Land ITenure ISystem I  

Chiefs, Ias Iwell Ias Iclan Iand Ifamily Iheads Iown Ithe Iland Iin Ithe IMunicipality, Iand Ithey Ihold Ithe Iland  

Iin Itrust Ifor Itheir Isubjects. IThe Iland Icould Ibe Iacquired Ithrough Idirect Ipurchase, Irented, Ileasehold  

Iand Isharecropping. IThe Ifact Ithat Ithese Iparcels Iof Iland Icould Ibe Iinherited Ithrough Iparents Ior  

Igrandparents Ihas Iled Ito Ia Ilot Iof Isale Iand Iresale Iof Iland Iwith Iits Iattendant Iland Ilitigations Iand  

Ichieftaincy Idisputes. IThis Isituation Ihas Ialso Icontributed Ito Ithe Irapid Iloss Iof Ifarmlands Iwith Iits  

Iattendant Iunemployment Iand Imigration Iespecially Ithe Iyouth Ito Iadjoining Idistricts Isuch Ias Ithe 

ITema IMetropolitan IAssembly I(TMA) Iand IAccra IMetropolitan IAssembly I(AMA).  

Structure Iof Ithe IAssembly I  

The IMunicipality Iconsists Iof Iten I(10) Ielectoral Iareas Iand Iit Iis Irepresented Iin Ithe Igeneral IAssembly  

Iby Ielected Iand Iappointed IAssembly Imembers. IThe Icomposition Iof Ithe IAssembly Iis Imade Iup Iof  

I10 Ielected Imembers, I4 Iappointed Imembers, Ithe IMember Iof IParliament Irepresenting IAbokobi Iand  

IDome-Kwabenya Iconstituency Iand Ithe IMunicipal IChief IExecutive. IThe IGeneral IAssembly Iis  

Itherefore Imade Iup Iof I16 Imembers. IThe I10 Ielectoral Iareas Iare Ias Ifollows: ITaifa ISouth, ITaifa  

INorth, IAbokobi, IAgbogba, IKwabenya, IHaatso, IAtomic, IDome IEast, IDome Iwest Iand IAbladjei. I  

An  Ielected  IPresiding  IMember  Iis  Ithe  Ihead  Iof  Ithe  IGeneral  IAssembly  Iwith  Ithe  IMunicipal  

ICoordinating IDirector Ias Ithe ISecretary. ITo Ienable Ithe IAssembly Iperform Iits Ifunction Iof Ioverall  

Idevelopment Iof Ithe Imunicipality Ithe Ifollowing Isub-committees Iand Idecentralized Idepartments  

Ihave Ibeen Iestablished. IThe Isub-committees Iinclude IDevelopment IPlanning ISub-committee,  

IFinance Iand IAdministration ISub-committee, IJustice Iand ISecurity ISub-committee, IWorks 

ISubCommittee Iand ISocial IServices ISub-committee.  
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Ethnicity Iand IChieftaincy I  

Almost Iall Ithe Iethnic Igroups Iin IGhana Iexist Iin Ithe Idistrict Ialthough IAkans Iseem Ito Ihave Ia Islight  

Imajority Iover IGas Iand IEwes Iin Ithat Iorder. IOthers Iare IDangbes Iand Ithe IGurs. IThis Isituation Iis 

Iespecially Itrue Ifor Iareas Ilike IDome, ITaifa Iand Iother Iurban Icommunities. IIn Ithe Irural Iand Iperi- 

urban Icommunities Ilike IAbokobi, Ihowever, Ithe IGas Iform Ian Ioverwhelming Imajority Ithough Iother 

Iethnic Igroups Icontinue Ito Ireside Iamongst Ithem. IThough Ithe IMunicipality Ihas Ian IIslamic Ipresence  

Iespecially Iin Iand Iaround IAbogba, IChristianity Iremains Ithe Imost Idominant Iform Iof Ireligion Ifor  

Ithe Ipeople Iof Ithe Idistrict. IPockets Iof Ipeople Ihowever Imaintain Ithey Iare Itraditionalists Iand  

IKrishna, Iwhilst Iothers Iprofess Ino Ireligion Iat Iall. I  

Water Iand ISanitation I  

Potable Iwater Isupply Iin Ithe Iurban/peri-urban Iareas Iof Ithe Imunicipality Ihas Ibeen Ia Imajor Ichallenge 

Ito Ithe IAssembly, Iespecially Iwhen Ithe IAssembly Ihas Ino Idirect Icontrol Iover Iurban Iwater Isupply.  

IAreas Ilike IDome, ITaifa, IAgbogba, IAshongman Iand IMusuko Ihave Ilimited Iaccess Ito Ipipe-borne  

Iwater. IOthers Idepend Ion Itanker Iservices Iand Ia Ifew Ihand-dug Iwells. IIn Igeneral Itherefore, Ithe Iprice  

Iof Iwater Iis Ifairly Ihigh Iin Ithese Iurban Icommunities. IThe Isituation Iis Ifurther Iworsened Idue Ito Ithe  

Isteadily Iincreasing Ipopulation Ithrough Ithe Iinflux Iof Iskilled Iand Iunskilled Ilabour Ifrom Ithe Irural  

Iareas. ITo Iimprove Ithis Isituation Ithe IMunicipal IAssembly Iwill Ihave Ito Isupport Iand Ifacilitate  

Igovernment Istrategies Ito Iaccelerate Ithe Iprovision Iof Isafe Iwater Iin Ithe Iurban Iareas, Iespecially Ithe 

Iinclusion Iof Irain Iwater Ifacilities Iwhen Ibuilding. I  
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Housing Iand IDevelopment IControl I  

Access Ito Iadequate Ihousing Iis Ian Iimportant Iingredient Iin Ithe IMunicipality’s Iefforts Ito Iimprove  

Ithe Ilivelihood Iand Ienvironmental Isanitation Iof Ithe Ipeople Iliving Iin Ithe IMunicipality. IThe Ilack Iof  

Isufficient Ihousing Iunits, Iespecially Iin Ithe Iurban Iareas Iof Ithe IMunicipality Ihas Iamong Iother Ithings  

Icontributed  Ito  Iovercrowding,  Idevelopment  Iof  Iillegal  Istructures,  Iconversion  Iof  Icommercial  

Ifacilities Ito Iresidential Iuse, Istreetism Iand Ipressure Ion Isocial Ifacilities Iand Iamenities. IThis Ihas  

Iresulted Iin Ithe Idevelopment Iof Islums Iin Iareas Ilike IDome, ITaifa, IKwabenya Iand IHaatso. I  

The Iresult Iof Ithese Iis Ithe Icreation Iof Ian Iinsanitary Ienvironment Iwith Ino Idrains Iand Iproperly  

Idemarcated Isanitary Isites. IWaste Iis Itherefore Idisposed Iof Iindiscriminately Iand Iliquid Iwaste Iflows 

Ifreely Ion Ithe Ialready Ipoorly Idemarcated Istreets.  

Education I  

The Idistribution Iof Ischools Iin Ithe IMunicipality Iis Iquite Ieven. IThere Iare Isix I(6) Iprivately Iowned  

ISenior IHigh ISchools, Iwhich Iinclude IPerfect ISenior IHigh ISchool, IThe IMasters ISchool Iand  

IMaxvic ISchool, IDard ISenior IHigh ISchool, IOxbert ISenior IHigh ISchool Iand IChrist IInternational  

ISenior IHigh ISchool. IThe IMunicipality, Ihowever, Iis Iyet Ito Ihave Ia Ipublic ISenior IHigh ISchool Iof Iits  

Iown. IThere Iare I31 Ipublic IBasic ISchools Imade Iup Iof IKindergarten, IPrimary Iand IJunior IHigh  

ISchools Iand Ia I109 Iprivate Ischools Ithat Iare Isited Imainly Iin Ithe Iperi-urban Iareas Iof Ithe IMunicipality. 

IMost Iof Ithe Ischools Ilack Ilibraries, IICT Iresource Icentres Iand Irecreational Igrounds.  

IIt Iis Ihome Ito Ithe IUniversity Iof IAllied IScience Ithat Ihas Itrained Imany Ihigh Iand Ilow Ilevel  

Imanpower Imanagement Ihuman Iresource Ineeds Iof Ithe IMunicipality. IIt Iis Ialso Ihome Ito Ithe IGhana  

IAtomic IEnergy ISchool Iand IResearch, Iwhich Ihas Idone Ia Ilot Iof Iresearch Iin Ito Ienergy. IFrom Ithe  

IEarly IChildhood Ito Ithe ISenior IHigh ISchool I(SHS) Ilevel, Ithe Iprivate Isector Iowned Imore Ithan Itwo  

Ithird Iof Ithe Ischools. I  
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Health IService IDelivery I  

The IGa IEast IMunicipal IHealth IDirectorate I(MHD) Iis Iresponsible Ifor Iall Ihealth Iservice Idelivery Iin  

Ithe  Ientire  IMunicipality.  IThe  IMunicipality  Iis  Idivided  Iinto  Ifive  ISub  IMunicipals  Ifor  Ithe  

Iorganization Iand Idistribution Iof Iprimary Ihealth Icare Iservices. IThese Isub Imunicipals Iinclude  

IAbokobi, IDome, ITaifa, IAshongman Iand IHaatso. IEach Isub Imunicipal Ihealth Imanagement Iteam  

Ihas Ithe Iresponsibility Ifor Ithe Idelivery Iof Ihealth Iservices Ito Ithe Ipopulation Iof Itheir Idefined Iareas,  

Iand Ihas Ieither Igovernment Ior Iprivate Ihealth Ifacilities. IThe Itotal Iof Iforty Itwo Ihealth Idelivery  

Icenters Iare Iavailable. IThis Iinclude; Ione IQuasi Ifacility; IGhana IAtomic IEnergy ICommission, Ione  

Ihealth Icenter; IAbokobi Ihealth Icenter Iand ITaifa IPolyclinic. I IThe Irest Iare Iprivate Ifacilities. IOne  

ICHPS Icompound Iand Ithe Irest Iare ICHPS IZones. IThere Iare Itrained ITBAs Iand Iother Icare Iproviders  

Isuch Ias Ichemical Ishop Idealers, Imaternity Ihomes, Itraditional Ihealers Ietc. Iin Ithe Imunicipality. IThe  

Idoctor Ito Ipopulation Iand Inurse Ito Ipopulation Iratios Iin Ithe Imetropolis Iare I40,246:1 Iand I2,012:1  

Irespectively. I  

Malaria Icontinues Ito Ibe Ithe Imajor Icause Iof IOut IPatients IDepartment I(OPD) Iattendance. IIt  

Iaccounts Ifor Iabout I40.8 Ipercent Iof Imorbidity. IFrequent Ioutbreaks Iof Icholera Iin Ithe IMunicipality  

Iare Ialso Iof  Igreat  Iconcern.  ISporadic Icases Ihave  Ialso Ibeen Irecorded Iin Iother Iparts Iof Ithe  

IMunicipality. IPoor Ienvironmental Isanitation Iis Ia Imajor Icontributory Ifactor. I(GDHS, I2008) 

CHAPTER ITWO  

REVIEW IOF IRELATED ILITERATURE  

Introduction  

This Ichapter Iwill Idescribe Iknowledge, Iattitude, Ipractices Iand Iperception Irabies Idisease Iamong Ithe  

Iresidents Ias Iwell Ias Ithe Irelationship Ithat Iexist Ibetween Iman Iand Idogs Iin Ihis Ienvironment. I I  
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Brief IHistory Iof IRabies  

Rabies Iglobally Iis Ian Iimportant Iancient Irecognized Iviral Izoonoses. IAlthough, Iit Ihas Inot Ibeen Ia  

Idisease Iof Ipandemic, Iit’s Ialways Icause Ipanic Ibecause Iof Iits Ihorrific Iclinical Imanifestations Iand  

Ilethality I(Charlton, I1988). IRabies Ibeen Ia Ifatal Iviral Idisease, Iit Iaffect Ithe ICentral INervous ISystem  

Iwhich Iis Iusually Itransmitted Ithrough Ibites Iof Iinfected Ianimals Iwith Iinfectious Isaliva. IThe Idisease 

Iaffects Ihumans Iand Iother Iwarm Iblooded Imammalian Ispecies I(Hanna Iet Ial., I2000).  

It Iwell Iknown Ithat Irabies Iis Ian Iancient Ianimal Ito Ihuman Idisease. IIn ILatin, Ithe Iword Irabies Iis  

Ibelieved Ito Ioriginate Ifrom ISanskrit Irabhas Imeaning I‘to Ido Iviolence’. IThe IFrench Iword Ifor Irabies  

Iis Iderived Ifrom Ithe Inoun I"robere", Iwhich Imeans I‘to Ibe Imad’ I(Krebs Iet IaZ., I1995). IIn IGreek,  

Irabies Imeans I‘madness’. IIn Ithe I18th Icentury, Iit Iwas Ibelieved Ithat, Ithe Icause Iof Irabies Iwas Ithought  

Ito Ibe Ia Ipoison Icontained Iin Ithe Isaliva Iof Irabid Idogs. IAs Ithat Ithat Itime Ithe Icause Iof Irabies Iwas Inot  

Iknown. IThe Idisease Iis Ibroadly Icited Iin IGreek Iand IRoman IMythology I(Steele; I1991) Iand Ithe Ifirst  

Irecorded Icanine Irabies Iwere Idocumented Iby IDemocritus Ithat Iis I500 IBC I(Krebs Iet IaI., I1995)  

Rabies Iis Ione Iof Ithe Imajor Idiseases Iof Ipublic Ihealth Iimportance I(Smith Iand ISeidel, I1993) Iwith  

Imortality Iranking I11th
 Iof Iall Iinfectious Idiseases I(Krebs; I1995). IIt Iis Iprojected Ithat, Iover I40,000  

Ipeople Idie Iof Irabies Ievery Iyear Iand Ithat Idogs Iare Iresponsible Ifor Iabout I94 Ipercent Iof Ithese Ideaths  

Iin Ideveloping Icountries I(Meslin Iet IaZ., I1994). IThe IWHO Iin I1994 Iestimates Ithat Iabout Ifour  

Imillion Iindividuals Iper Iyear Iwere Igiven Iat Ileast Ipartial IPost-Exposure ITreatment I(PET). I 

Transmissions Iof Ithe IRabies IDisease  

Biting Ianimals Iwhich Itransmit Idisease Ito Ihuman Iare Imammalian Icarnivores Iwhere I99% Iof Ihuman  

Irabies Iis Icaused Iby Irabid Idog, Ifollowed Iby Iother Ianimals Isuch Ias Icat Iand Iferrets Iand Iwild 

Icarnivores Isuch Ias Ihyena, Imongooses, Ijackals, Ifoxes Iand Iwolves I(Fooks Iet Ial., I2014).  

ITransmission Iof Irabies Ito Ihuman Iby Ibite Ifrom Imonkey Iand Imice Iis Irarely Ireported I(Stahl Iet Ial.,  

I2014). IAlso Iin Ilivestock Isuch Ias Ihorses Iand Idonkey Iwhen Iinfected Iwith Irabies, Ithey Ibecome  



 

16  

  

Iaggressive, Ivicious Iand Istart Ito Ibite Iother Ianimals Iand Ihumans. IOther Ianimals Isuch Ias Icattle Iand  

Ibuffalo Ido Inot Ibite Iwhen Ithey Iare Irabid Ibut Iprecaution Iis Ito Ibe Itaken Iwhen Iexamining Iand  

Ihandling Isick Ianimals Ithat Iare Isalivating I(Stahl Iet Ial., I2014). I  

There Iwas Ian Iinter-human Itransmission Ihas Ibeen Ireported Iincidentally, Ifollowing Itransplant Iof  

Iinfected Itissue Ior Iorgans I(Stahl Iet Ial., I2014). IApart Ifrom Itransmission Ithrough Itransplanted  

Itissue, Ihuman Ito Ihuman Itransmission Ilies Ilargely Iin Ithe Irealm Iof Ifolklore Ias Ireported Iby I(Stanley 

I2000). I  

Trends Iin IAnimals Iand IHuman IVaccination Iagainst IRabies I  

WHO Irecommend Iat Ileast I70 Ipercent Iof Idogs Ishould Ibe Ivaccinated, Ibecause Istudy Ishows Ithey  

I90% Isource Iof Ihuman Irabies Iare Icaused Iby Idog Ibite. ITherefore Ito Iprevent Ihuman Irabies Iat Ileast 

I70% Iof Idogs Ipopulation Iin Ievery Icountry Ishould Ibe Ivaccinated Iagainst Irabies I( IMourits, I2015).  

IWhere Imost Iof Iexperts Iaccept Ithat Idog Ivaccination Iis Imore Icost-effective Ithan Ipost Iexposure  

Itreatment. IAnd Iaccording Ito IWHO Idog Ivaccination Iprogram Icosts I25-50% Iof Ipost Iexposure  

Itreatment, Iso Iit Iis Icost Ieffective Ithan Ipost Iexposure Itreatment I(Shwiff Iet Ial., I2013). ITherefore  

Ipractically Ithere Iwill Ibe Ideclining Iof Irabies Icases Iin Ithe Icountries Iwhich Iwill Ieventually Icause  

Idecrease Idemand Iof Ipost Iexposure Itreatment I(Shwiff Iet Ial., I2013). IThe Itrends Iof Ivaccination Idiffer 

Ifrom Ione Icontinent Ito Ianother Iand Ifrom Ione Icountry Ito Ianother. IFor Iinstance INorthen  

IAmerica Iand IEasten IEurope Ithey Iwere Iable Ito Iattain I70% Iof Idog Iand Icat Irabies Ivaccination I(Jibat  

Iet Ial., I2015). IThis Iis Ibecause Iin I1983 Ithe IPan IAmerican IHealth Iorganization I(PAHO) Iand IWHO  

Iset Iyear I2005 Ias Ithe Itarget Ifor Ieliminating Icanine Irabies I(Jackman I& IRowan, I1992). IBecause Iof  

Ithis Itarget, Ievery Iyear I44 Imillion Iof Idogs Iare Ibeen Ivaccinated Iin Ithe Iarea Iand Ihence Iachieved  

I80% Icoverage Iof Ivaccination. ITherefore Ilead Ito Idropping Iof Ihuman Irabies Iup Ito I91% Iand Icanine  

Irabies Ideclined Ito I93% Ifrom I1983 Ito I2005 I(Rowan, I1992). I  

In IAfrica Iand IAsia Ithe Isituation Iis Idifferent Iwhere Imost Iof Ithe Icountry Ithey Ihave Inot Ireached I70%  
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Idog Ivaccination Ibecause Iof Isocioeconomic Ifactors, Ipolitical Iinstability Iand Ilack Iof Icommitment  

I(Jibat Iet Ial., I2015). IThe Iaverage Idog Ivaccination Icoverage Iis Icurrently Iestimated Ito Ibe I9.7% Iin  

IAsia Iand I10.3% Iin IAfrica Iwhich Iis Ivery Ilow Ito Iget Irid Iof Ihuman Irabies Iaccording Ito IWHO I(Jibat  

Iet Ial., I2015). IAnd Iin Iorder Ito Iachieve Ithe Icoverage Iof I70% Imass Idog Ivaccination, Ithe Icountries  

Ineeds Iat Ileast Itwo Iyears Iof Icampaign Iand Ivaccination Iprocess Ibut Imost Iof Iendemic Iareas Iin  

IAfrica Iand IAsia Ithey Iare Inot Iable Ito Imanage Ithis Ilong Iterm Iactivity I(Jibat Iet Ial., I2015). IBut Ithe  

Istudy Ihave Ishown Ithat Ithe Iplace Iwhere Ithere Iis Ifree Imass Idog Ivaccination Ithe Icoverage Iincreases  

Ifrom I9% Ito I70%. IFor Iexample Ithe Itargeted Ifree Imass Ivaccination Iin Irural Inorth Iwestern ITanzania  

Iin IAfrica Ihave Ishown Ito I Iachieve Ireduction Iof Idog Irabies Iby Icoverage I70% Ihence Ilead Ito Ireduction 

Iof Ihuman Irabies I(S. ICleaveland, I2003).  

Relationship Ibetween IMan Iand IDog I  

Despite Ithe Iincreasingly Iparochial Iviews Iof Ithe Iwestern Iworld Ion Ithe Iconcept Iof Idog Ias Iman's  

Iclosest Icompanion, Ione Ilearns Iabout Ithe Ivery Icomplex Irelationships Ibetween Idog Iand Iman  

Iamong Ivarious IAfrican Itribal Igroups Ifrom IMacpherson, I(Craig Iet Ial.). I IAccording Ito Ithese  

Iauthors Ithese Icomplex Irelationships Ihave Ievolved Ifrom Iprehistoric Itimes Iand Icontinue Ito Ibe 

Iperpetuated Iin Ia Ivariety Iof Iways, Iamong IAfrica’s Idiverse Ipeople. IThe Imost Iwidespread Iroles Iof Ithe 

Idog Iin IAfrica Iare Ias Iscavenger Iof Irefuse, Iguardian Iof Ipeople Ifrom Ipredators Iand Iintruders, Iand Ias 

Iassistants Ifor Ihunting Iand Iherding.  

The IDog Ias Ia IScavenger  

The IPokot Iof Inorth IWestern IKenya Iordinarily Ilay Itheir Idead Iout Ion Ithe Isurface Iof Ithe Iground Ifor  

Iscavenging Icarnivores Ito Ieat Ithem, Iexcepting Ithe Irich IPokot Iwhose Ibodies Iare Iburied Iunder  

Imounds Iof Icattle Idung. IAmong Ithe ITurkana Iof IKenya Ithis Icompanionship Ifunction Iassumes Ia  
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Ihealing Iand Inursing Idimension Iamong Iwomen. IThe Idog Iowned Iby Ieach ITurkana Iwoman Iis Inot  

Ionly Idepended Iupon Ito Iclean Iher Ibabies Iafter Ithey Idefecated Iand Ivomit, Ibut Ialso Ito Iclean Iup Iher  

Iown Imenses  

In INorthern IGhana Idogs Iare Iused Ias Iguardians Iof Ipeople Ifrom Ipredators Iand Iintruders. IIn Iaddition 

Idogs Iare Iused Ifor Iherding, Ihunting Iand Ias Ifood. IElsewhere Iin IAfrica Ithe Idog Iis Ia Icompanion, Ia 

Irelationship Iwhich Iis Iapparently Iderived Ifrom Idog’s Ico-operation Iin Ihunting.  

The IDog Ias Ia ISpiritual IBenefactor  

The INikotic IKuku Iof ISouthern ISudan Ihonour Idogs Iand Itreat Ithem Ias Itribal Ibenefactors Ibecause  

Idogs Iare Ibelieved Ito Ihave Iexplained Ichildbirth Ito Ithem Ias Iwell Ias Ito Ihave Itaught Ithem Ito Iuse Ifire  

Iand Iherbs Iin Icooking Iand Ithe Igrinding Iof Igrains. IAmong Ithe IKoma Iof ISouthern IEthiopia Ireddish  

Icoloured Idogs Iare Ivenerated Iand Iare Iunusually Iwell Icared Ifor Iand Isacrificed Iat Ithe Itime Iof Ithe  

INew IMoon Iwhich Imarks Ithe Iyearly Iextension Iof Ithe Ireign Iof Itheir Iruler. IElsewhere, Idogs Iare Ialso  

Isacrificed Ito Ihelp Ithe Isick Irecuperate Iand Ito Ikeep Iaway Idiseases. IThe Iflesh Iof Ia Isacrificed Idog Iis  

Ithought Ito Ihave Ia Imedicinal Ior Ispiritual Ivalue. I(Holmes, IE. IC. I(2008)  

  

  

The IDog Ias Ia ISource Iof IProtein  

Many IAfrican Itribes Istretching Ifrom Ithe ICongo IBasin, Iand Ithe Irain Iforest Ito Iadjacent Isavannas Iof  

IWest IAfrica I(Northern IGhana) Ieat Idog Imeat I(Devisch, IR. I(1991). IThe ITalensis Iof IGhana Iand Ithe  

IPoto Iof IZaire Iare Isaid Ito Iprefer Ieating Idog Imeat Ito Iother Itypes Iof Imeat. IThe Idog Iintended Ifor Ifood 

Iis Ifattened Iin Ivarious Iways Ito Itenderize Itheir Iflesh. IOn Ithe Iother Ihand Ithe IYaka Iof IZaire Ifear Ithat 

Ieating Idog Imeat Iwill Icause Idisease.  
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Rabies IControl Iin ISome ICountries  

How Ido Icountries Iview Ithe Iimplications Iof Ithe Irelationship Ibetween Iman Iand Idog, Iand Iwhat Ido  

Ithey Ido Ito Icontrol Ithe Isituation? IThis Isection Ibriefly Ireviews Irabies Icontrol Iactivities Iin IViet INam, 

IBangladesh, ICambodia, IChina, IUnited IStates, IThailand, ISouth IAfrica Iand IGhana.  

Viet INam  

In IViet INam Iwhere Iabout I95% Iof Ithe Itotal Ihuman Ipopulation Ilive Iin Irural Iareas Iin Iclose Iproximity  

Ito Ivarious Idomestic Iand Isylvatic Ianimals, Irabies Iis Iconsidered Ia Ipriority Izoonosis. IIn Ithese  

Ilocalities Ilarge Idog Ipopulations Iact Ias Ipotential Isources Iof Ithe Irabies Ivirus. ISporadic Icases Ioccur  

Iin Iall Iparts Iof Ithe Icountry Ithroughout Ithe Iyear. IViet INam’s Inational Irabies Icontrol Iprogramme Iis 

Ione Iof Ithe Ipriorities Iof Ithe INational IHealth ICare IProgramme Iof Ithe Ipreventive IMedicine Isystem.  

IThe Iactivities Iof IViet INam’s Irabies Icontrol Iprogramme Iof Iinterest Ito Ithe IGhanaian Isituation 

Iinclude:  

Conducting Iepidemiological Isurvey Iof Irabies, Iand Ipromoting Ieducation, Iinformation Iand 

Icommunication Ifor Irabies Iprevention.  

Bangladesh  

In IBangladesh Irabies Iis Ialso Iconsidered Ias Ia Ipriority Izoonosis. ISporadic Iincidence Ioccurs Iin Iall 

Ipart Iof Ithe Icountry, Ithroughout Ithe Iyear. IDogs, Icats, Ijackals Iand Iother Ianimals Iare Iall Icarriers Iof  

Ithe Idisease Ibut Imost Icases Iin Ihuman Iand Ianimals Iare Idue Ito Idog’s Ibites. IIn I1992, I50,000 Ihuman  

Ibeings Iand I8,000 Idomestic Ianimals Ireceived Ipost Iexposure Itreatment Iwith Iall Ithe Icases Ibeing Ithe  

Iresult Iof Idog Ibites. IAbout I2,000 Ihuman Ideaths Iresulted. IThe IVeterinary IPublic IHealth IDivision 

Iinitiated Ia Icountry Iwide Irabies Icontrol Iprogramme, Iwhich Iincluded:  

i. Elimination Iof Istray Idogs Iby IMunicipal Iauthorities  

ii. Registration Iand Ivaccination Iof Ipet Idogs Iand  
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iii. Provision Iof Ilogistic Isupport Iby Ithe IVeterinary IPublic IHealth IDivision Ito Ithe ILocal  

Iauthority Iwhich Iincludes Iposters Ileaflets, Ibooklets Iand Ifilm Ishows.  

About I10,000 Idogs Iare Ikilled Ievery Iyear Iand I5,000 Idogs Iare Ivaccinated Ievery Iyear Ias Ia Iway Iof 

Imaking Ithe Irelationship Ibetween Iman Iand Idogs Isafer.  

 ICambodia  

In ICambodia Ithe Inumber Iof Ideaths Idue Ito Irabies Ihas Ibeen Ivery Ilow Idue Ipartly Ito Ithe Iimproved  

Ipost Iexposure Itreatment Idelivery Isystem. IAbout I4,000 ICambodians Iare Ireported Ito Iseek Ifor 

Imedical Iassistance Iafter Idog Ibites Ievery Iyear. IControl Imeasures Itaken Iare:  

i. Public Ieducation Iand IPublicity Iabout Irabies Ito Ipromote Ico-operation Iin Irabies Icontrol  

Iand Iproper Imedical Itreatment Iat Ithe Itime Iof Ibite.  

ii. Vaccines Ifor Ipost Iexposure Itreatment Iare Iavailable Iand Iare Ifree.  

iii. Immunization Iof Idogs Iand Icats Ihas Ibeen Iinitiated Iby Ithe Iveterinary Iservices Iat IUS I$5  

Iper Irabies Ivaccination.  

 IChina  

China Ihas Ino Inational Irabies Icontrol Iprogramme Ior Icoordinated Iorganization Ior Iofficials Iat  

Icentral Ilevel. INational Idata Ion Ianimal Irabies Iare Iincomplete Ialthough Iit Iis Iestimated Ithat Ithere Iare  

I150  Imillion  Idogs  Iin  IChina.  IThe  Ikey  Imeasure  Ifor  Ihuman  Irabies  Iprevention  Iis  Imass  Idog  

Iimmunization Ito Icontrol Ithe Idisease Iin Iits Imain Ireservoir. IA Itotal Inumber Iof I42,153 Ihuman Ideaths  

Idue Ito Irabies Iwere Ireported Ifrom I1983 Ito I1992, Ibut Ithe Iannual Inumber Iof Ideaths Ihas Ibeen  

Idecreasing Irapidly Iand Iconstantly Isince I1990. IHuman Irabies Iincidence Idecreased Ifrom I70 Icases  

Ito I1 Iin I1991 Iin Ithe Iareas Ivaccinated. IWorkshops Ion Icontrol Iof Irabies Iare Ibeing Iheld Iwith Ifinancial  

Iassistance Ifrom Ithe IWorld IHealth IOrganization Iand Ipublicity Icampaigns Ifor Irabies Iare Icarried  

Iout Ithrough Ieducational Imaterial Iand Imedia Isuch Ias Iradio Iand Itelevision. IRao, IS. IQ., I& ILu, IJ. IH.  
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I(2008)  

United IStates Iof IAmerica I(USA) I  

In Ithe IUnited IStates Ithe Iepidemiology Iof Irabies Ihas Ichanged Isubstantially Iduring Ithe Ilast I50  

Iyears. IThe Isource Iof Ithe Idisease Ihas Ichanged Ifrom Idomesticated Ianimals Ito Imainly Iwildlife,  

Iraccoons, Iskunks, Ifoxes Iand Ibats. IHuman Iattraction Ito Irecreational Iand Ieconomic Iresources  

Iprovided Iby Iwildlife Ihas Icontributed Ito Ithe Ire-emergence Iof Irabies Ias Imajor Izoonosis. IMore Ithan  

I50% Iof Ihuman Irabies Icases Iin Ithe IU.S.A. Ioccur Iin Ireturning Itravellers Iand Iimmigrants Ias Ia Iresult  

Iof Iexposure Ito Idogs Ioutside Iof Ithe IU.S.A. IIn I1992, Ia IVeterinary ISurgeon Idied Iof Irabies Iin Ithe  

IUSA Ithree Iafter Igrinding Iup Irabid Igoat Ibrain. IHe Iprobably Iinhaled Ian Iaerosol Iof Ivirus Igenerated  

Iby Iblending Imachine. IRabies Iprevention Iand Icontrol Istrategies Iin Ithe IUnited IStates Ihave Isucceeded 

Iin Ilowering Ithe Inumber Iof Ihuman Irabies Ideaths Ito Ian Iaverage Iof Ione Ito Itwo Iper Iyear.  

Thailand  

In IThailand Irabies Icontrol Imeasures Iin Ianimals Iinclude Imass Ivaccination Iof Idogs Iand Ibirth  

Icontrol Iin Idogs. IPublicity Icampaigns Iare Iorganized Ithrough Itelevision Iand Iradio Iand Iother Imass 

Imedia Iincluding Icommunity Ibroadcasting Iand Idistribution Iof Iposters Iand Ileaflets Iin Ithe Ifield Iand 

Ito Iother Iinterested Iparties. ILumbertdacha, IB. I(1991)  

Literature Ireports Ithat I20 Ito I30 Ipeople Idie Ifrom Irabies Iin ISouth IAfrica Ievery Iyear Iand Ithat  

600 Ito I700 I(Khan, IS. I(2012)) Icases Iof Irabies Iare Idiagnosed Iin Idomestic Iand Iwild Ianimals Ieach  

Iyear. IThe Idisease Ihas Iproved Ito Ibe Iparticularly Idifficult Ito Icontrol Iin Ithe Irural Iand Iperi-urban  

Isettlements  Iof  IKwa  IZulu-Natal,  Iwhere  Idogs  Iroam  Ifreely  Iand  Icivil  Iunrest  Ihas  Ihampered  

Ivaccination Icampaigns. IThe I300-400 Icases Iconfirmed Iannually Iin Idogs Iconstitute Iapproximately  

I90% Iof Iall Icases Iof Ithe Idisease Idiagnosed Iin Ithe Iregion Iand Iabout I80% Iof Iall Icases Iof Ithe Idisease 

Idiagnosed Iin Idog Iin ISouth IAfrica.  
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The IAnti-rabies Icampaign Iprogramme Iin IGhana Iconsists Iof  

1. Educating Ithe Igeneral Ipublic Ion Ithe Idangers Ithe Idisease Iposes Ito Ianimals Iand Itheir Iowners  

Iusing Imass Imedia.  

2. Destruction Iof Idogs Iwith Iclinical Isigns Iand Ithose Ibitten Iby Isuspected Irabid Ianimals.  

3. Reduction Iof Icontact Irates Ibetween Isusceptible Idogs Iby Imuzzle Iand Ileash Ilaws, Idog  

Imovement Icontrol Iand Iquarantine.  

4. Mass Iimmunization Iof Idogs Iby Icampaigns Iand Iby Icontinuing Ivaccination Iof Iyoung Idogs.  

5. Stray Idog Icontrol Iand Idestruction Iof Iunvaccinated Idogs.  

6. Registration Iof Idogs.  

 ISome ITheoretical IPerspectives I  

Any Iservice Iprovider Ior Idevelopment Iworker Iwhose Iaim Iis Ito Ichange Ithe Ibehaviour Iof Ipeople  

Imust Iunderstand Ihuman Ibehaviour Iand Iappreciate Iall Ithe Ifactors Iwhich Iinfluence Ibehaviour, Ione 

Iway Ior Ianother.  

Value IExpectancy ITheory IDeterminants Iof IHuman IBehaviour  

According Ito Ithe Ivalue Iexpectancy Itheory I(Hubley, I1993), Ipeople Iwill Ionly Iperform Ia Igiven 

Ibehaviour Iif Ithey Ithemselves Isee Ithat Iit Iwill Iprovide Isome Ibenefits.  

To Iunderstand Iwhy Ipeople Ido Ior Ido Inot Iperform Ia Iparticular Ibehaviour Iwe Ihave Ito Itry Iand Ifind  

Iout Ihow Ithe Icommunity Ithemselves Ilooks Iat Ithe Iaction. IThe IKnowledge IAttitude IBehaviour Iand  

IPractices I(KABP) Iof Idog Iowner Ishould Igive Ian Iidea Iof Ipeople’s Ibehaviour Ipattern Ias Ifar Ias Irabies 

Icontrol Iare Iconcerned.  

The IHealth IBelief IModel I(HBM), Isays Ithat I(Rosenstock, I1974), Iif Ia Iperson Iis Ito Iperform Ia  

Iparticular Iact I(Health) Ihe/she Ihas Ito Ibelieve Ithey Iare Isusceptible, Ithat Ithe Ihealth Iproblem Icould  
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Iaffect Ihim Ior Iher Ipersonally Irather Iother Ipeople Ior Isociety Ias Ia Iwhole; Ifeel Ithat Ithe Icondition Iis  

Iserious; Iis Ithat Iit Ican Ilead Ito Ideath Ior Iother Iserious Ioutcomes Iif Iaction Iis Inot Itaken. IThe Iperson  

Ialso Ihas Ito Ibelieve Ithat Ithe Icondition Icould Ibe Iprevented Iand Ithat Ithe Ibenefits Iof Itaking Iaction  

Iwill Ioutweigh Ithe Idisadvantages. IWhen Iapplied Ito Ithe Istudy Iunder Iconsideration, Ithe Iquestions Ito  

Ibe Iasked Iare: ITo Iwhat Iextent Idoes Ia Idog Iowner Iin IGa IEast IMunicipality Iconsider Ihimself  

Isusceptible Ito Irabies; Ihow Iserious Idoes Ihe Iconsider Irabies/dogs Ihe Ithink Irabies Ican Ibe Iprevented 

Iand Idoes Ihe Ithink Ivaccinating Ihis Idog Ihas Imore Ibenefits Ithan Idisadvantage?  

Knowledge ILevel I  

Communities  Ioften  Ihave  Idetailed  Iknowledge  Iabout  Itheir  Isurroundings.  IThis  Icommunity  

Iknowledge Iincludes Iamong Iother Ithings, Ithe Itreatment Iand Iprevention Iof Idisease. IIt Imakes Isense,  

Itherefore, Ifor Iservice Iproviders Iand Iother Idevelopment Iworkers Ito Iinvolve Icommunities Iin  

Imaking Iplans Ibecause Ithey Iknow Ilocal Iconditions Iand Ithe Ipossibilities Ifor Ichange. IIf Ithe  

Icommunity Iis Iinvolved Iin Ichoosing Ipriorities Iand Ideciding Ion Iplans, Ithey Imuch Imore Ilikely Ito 

Ibecome Iinvolved Iin Ithe Iprogramme Iand Imake Iuse Iof Ithe Iservices Ibecause Isuch Iprogrammes Iare 

Iseen Ito Ibe Imeeting Itheir Ineeds.  

  

  

Beliefs  

Beliefs Ideal Iwith Ia Ipeople’s Iunderstanding Iof Ithemselves Iand Itheir Ienvironment. IBeliefs Iabout  

Ithe  Idifferent  Ipossible  Ioutcomes  Ifrom  Iperforming  Iactions  Iare  Iespecially  Iimportant  Iin  

Iunderstanding Ibehaviours. ISocial IScience Itheory Itells Ius Ithat Iwhile Isome Ibehaviours Imay Iexist Ion 

Itheir Iown, Iothers Iare Ipart Iof Ia Iwider Isystem Iof Ibeliefs, Isuch Ias Ireligion.  



 

24  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

CHAPTER ITHREE  

METHODOLOGY  

Overview I  

This Isection Iof Ithe Ireport Iexplains Ihow Ithe Istudy Iwas Iconducted. IIt Ialso Ilooked Iat Iwhat Iwas Idone,  
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Ihow Iit Iwas Idone Iwhat Idata Iwas Icollected Iand Iwhat Idata Itools Iwere Iused. IThus, Ithis Isection 

Idiscussed Ithe Istudy Idesign, Istudy Ipopulation, Isample Isize, Isampling Iprocedure, Iand Ipiloting Iof 

Iinstrument Idata Icollection Iprocedure Iand Idata Ianalysis.  

Study IDesign  

  

A Icross Isectional Istudy Idesign Iwas Ibe Iused Ifor Ithis Istudy. IThe Iresearcher Iopted Ito Iuse Ithis  

Iresearch Idesign Ibecause Iof Ithe Iobjectives, Iand Ithe Iresearch Iquestions. IThis Ihelped Ito Iobtain Ifirst  

Ihand Idata Ifrom Ithe Irespondents. IFor Ithis Istudy, Iquantitative Imethods Iwas Iused Ito Iobtain  

Iinformation Ion Iknowledge, Iattitude, Ibeliefs Iand Ipractices Iof Iowners Iand Inon-owners Iof Idogs Iin  

Ithe  IMunicipality  Iwhich  Iwas  Iquantified  Iinto  Ipercentages.  I  IFor  Ithis  Ireason,  Ithe  Iresearcher  

Iconducted Ian Iin-depth Iinter-personal Iinterview Iwith Ian Iindividual Irespondents Ito Isolicit 

Iinformation.  

Study IPopulation  

The Istudy Iwas Iconducted Iin Ithe IGa IEast IMunicipality Iof IGreater IAccra IRegion. I IThe Istudy 

Icovered Iowners Iand Inon-owners Iof Idogs Iwho Ihave Iresided Iin Ithe IGa IEast Imunicipality Iover Ithe  

Ipast Ifive Iyears. ICommunities Iof Ithe Imunicipality Ito Ibe Iinvolved Iin Ithe Istudy Iinclude Ithe IAbokobi  

ITownship,  ISesemi,  Iand  ISt  IClement,  IBusanga,  IAshongman  IVillage  IAgbogba,  IMusuku,  

IKwabenya, IEstate, Iand IMango Ilane. I  

Sample ISize IEstimation  

  

Samle Isize Iestimation Iwas Idone Iusing Ithe ICochran Iequation.  

  

N I= Iz
2p I(1-p) I  

 I I I I I I I I I I IE2 I  

Where: IN I= Ithe Iminimum Irequired Isample Isize.  
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Z I= Istandard Inormal Ideviate Icorresponding Ito I95% Iconfidence Iinterval, Iwhich Iequals Ito I1.96. I  

P= Iproportion Iof Ipregnant Iwomen Iwho Iwere Ibitten Iby Idog Iwas I12% I(Annual Ireport IGa IEast, I2018)  

E I= IIs Ithe IMargin Iof IError Ion IP Iestimated Ito Ibe Iat I5% I  

Therefore, In I= I1.962
 IX32 I(100 I– I12) I  

 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I52 I  

n I= I432  

A Itotal Inumber Iof I432 IRespondents Iwere Iused Ias Ithe Isample Isize Iin Iother Ito Igive Ia Ifair  

Irepresentation Iof Ithe Ipopulation’s Iviews. IThe Icalculation Iof Ithis Ifigure Iwas ICochran Iequation;  

I(1963).  ITo  Icater  Ifor  Inon-response  I10%  Iof  I432  Iwere  Iadded  Ito  Ithe  Istudy  Isample.  IThus  

I432/100*100= I43. ITherefore I43 Irespondents Imore Iwas Iadded Imaking Ithe Itotal Isample Isize Ito Ibe 

I475. I  

Table I1. I0: ISample Isize Idistribution Iper Icommunities  

Sub-District  Total IPopulation  Community/pop  %Of IRespondents  

  

Abokobi  

  

15,316  

Abokobi Itownship I- I1024   I21  

Sesemi- I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

I420  

 I13  

  

Dome I  

  

52573  

St IClement- I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I  

I2365  

 I49  

Busanga- I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

I2554  

 I51  

  

Haatso  

  

33296  

Ashongman IVillage- I2369   I49  

Agbogba- I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I  

I3221  

 I65  

  

Taifa  

  

54325  

Musuku- I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I  

I2660  

 I52  
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Kwabenya- I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I  

I5246  

 I105  

  

Ashongman  

  

20981  

Estate- I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I  

I2048  

 I38  

Mango Ilane- I I I I I I I I I I I I I I  

I1552  

 I31  

Total       I475  

 I  

Sampling ITechnique IPurposive Isampling, I(which Iis Ia Inon-probability) Imethod Iwas Iused Ito  

Iinterview I75% Ithe Irespondents Iwho Iown Idogs Iin Ieach Icommunity Iwhereas IConvenient Isampling  

Iwas Iused Ifor Ithose Iwho Ido Inot Iown Idogs. IThis Iwas Ibecause Ipurposive Isampling Ifocuses Ion  

Iparticular Ifeatures Iof Ia Ipopulation Ithat Iare Iof Iinterest, Iwhich Iwill Ibest Ienable Ime Ito Ianswer Iyour  

Iresearch Iquestions. IThe Ilanguage Ithat Iwere Iused Iwere; IEnglish, IGa, IEwe, Iand ITwi. I  

Data ICollection ITools/Methods I  

Data Iwas Icollected Iby Iinterviewing Istudy Iparticipants Iwith Iquestionnaire. IThe Iinterviews Iwere  

Iconducted Iby Itrained Iinterviewers, Ito Iobtain Iinformation Ion Iknowledge, Iattitude, Iperception,  

Ibeliefs Iand Ipractices Iin Irespect Iof Irabies Idisease Iamong Ithe Iresidents Iin IGa IEast IMunicipality. IThe 

Iquestionnaire Iconsisted Iof Ilists Iof Iquestions Ithat Iaddress Ithe Iobjectives Iof Ithe Istudy.  

 IThe Iquestionnaire Iagain Iconsisted Iof Isix Isections; ISections IA I– ID. ISection IA Iconsist Iof  

IDemographic ICharacteristics. ISection IB; IContain IDog IOwnership/ IPurpose Iof IKeeping IDogs  

Iinformation. ISection IC; IKnowledge Iinformation Iwhile ISection IC; Ialso Iconsist Iof Iattitude, ISection 

ID; IPerception Iand Ilastly ISection IE; ICommon IPractice Iof Idog Iof Idog Iexposure.  

The Iinterviewers Iwere Iselected Ibased Ion Itheir Ifamiliarity Iwith Ithe Icommunities Iand Ialso Iwho  

Iworks Iin Ithe Icommunity Ias IHealth Iworkers I(Community IHealth INurses I(CHN) Iand ICommunity  



 

28  

  

IHealth IOfficers; I(CHO). IThe Iinterviewers Iwere Ipeople Iwho Ialso Ihave Ithe Ibetter Iunderstanding Iof  

Irabies Idisease. I IA Itotal Iof Ifive Idata Icollectors Iwere Iused Ifor Ithis Iexcess. IThe Ireason Ifor Iusing Ifive  

Idata Icollectors Iwas Iby Ithe Ifact Ithat Ithese Icommunity Iknow Ithe Ihealth Iworkers Iassigned Ito Ithem  

I(CHO/CHN) Iand Ithey Iwill Igive Imore Icooperation Iwith Ithem. IOutsiders Iobtaining Iinformation  

Ifrom Ithese Iurban Iand IPeri-Urban Isetting Iwill Ibe Idifficult. I IAnd Imoreover, Ithe ICHN/CHO Ihave  

Ibeen Ivisiting Ihomes Iof Ithese Icommunity Ito Icarryout Ihome Ivisit Iand Iare Iwell Iknown. IOther  

Ireason Ifor Iusing Ithe Ifive Idata Icollectors Iwas Ito Ieliminate Iapathy Iand Iavoid Icollecting Idata Ifrom Ione 

Isingle Ipoints Iwhich Iwill Iaffect Ithe Igeneralization Iof Ithe Iresult.  

 ITo Iminimize Ierrors, Ithe Iinterviewers Iwere Iall Itrained Ifor Ione Iday Ion Ihow Ito Iadminister Ithe  

Iquestionnaires. I  

Data Ihandling Iand Ianalysis  

The Iquestionnaire Iwas Idesigned Iusing IKOBO IData Icollection ITools Iand Ilinked Iusing IURL Ito 

IODK Icollection Ifor Ifield Idata Icollection. IThe Iresponses Iwere Irecorded Ion IExcel Iwork Isheet Iwhich 

Ienabled Ime Irun Imy Ifrequency Itables. IExcel Iwas Iagain Iused Ito Irun Ithe Ifrequency Itables.  

IData Iwas Ipresented Iin Itables, Iand Iall Ivariables Iwere Iin Inarratives. I I  

  

Pretesting Iof IInstruments  

To Idetermine Ireliability Iof Ithe Iinstrument, Ithe Ivalidated Iversion Iof Ithe Iquestionnaire Iwas  

Ipretested Iwith I20 Iindividuals Iwith Idogs Iand I20 Iindividual Iwithout Idogs Iwho Ilive Iin IMadina.  

IMadina Iwas Iused Ito Ipre-test Ithe Itools Ibecause, Ithe Itwo Imunicipality Ishear Ia Icommon Ifutures Iand 

Iboundary  
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Validity Iof Ithe Iinstrument  

Validity Iis Ithe Iextent Ito Iwhich Ian Iinstrument Imeasures Iwhat Iit Ipurports Ito Imeasure I(Burns I&  

IGrove, I2005; IPolit I& IBeck, I2004). IValidity Iis Iconcerned Iwith Ithe Iaccuracy Iof Ithe Imeasurement  

Iscale I(Garcia, IRodriguez, I& ICarmona, I2009). IThe Iquestionnaire Iwas Ireviewed Ito Idetermine  

Iwhether Iit Imeasured Iwhat Iit Iwas Idesigned Ito Imeasure I(Blanker I& ISchouten, I2003). IThe Ifocus Iof  

Ithe Istudy Iis Ito Iinvestigate Ithe IKnowledge Ilevel Iof Irabies Idisease Iamong Iresidence Iin IGa IEast. ITo  

Iensure Ivalidity Iof Ithe Iquestionnaire, Ithe Iresearcher Iwill Imake Iensure Ithat Ithe Iitems Ion Ithe  

Iquestionnaire Irepresented Ithe Idomain Iof Iinterest. IAgain, Ithe Iitems Ion Ithe Iinstrument Iwere  

Ireviewed Iby Ithe Isupervisors, Icolleagues Iand Iother Iexperts Iin Ithe Ifield Iof Ipublic Ihealth/ Iveterinary 

Ifor Iscrutiny, Icorrections, Ireadability, Iclarity Iand Icomprehensiveness Ifor Iface Iand Icontent Ivalidity.  

IPretesting Iof Ithe Iinstrument Iwill Ialso Ibe Idone Iin IMadina IMunicipality Iand Ithe Iitems Ion Ithe 

Iquestionnaire Iwere Ianalysed Icritically Iwith Ithe Isupervisors Ito Idetermine Ithe Ivalidity Iof Ithe 

Iinstrument.  

Reliability Iof Ithe Iinstrument  

Reliability Iis Ithe Iextent Ito Iwhich Ia Istudy Iinstrument Ior Iany Imeasurement Iprocedure Iproduces Ithe  

Isame Iresults Ion Irepeated Itrials. IReliability Idetermine Ithe Istability Ior Iconsistency Iof Iscores Iover  

Itime Ior Iacross Iratter’s I(Burns I& IGrove, I2005; IPolit I& IBeck, I2004). I. I  

Ethical IConsiderations I  

Ethical Iclearance Ifor Ithe Istudy Iwas Isought Ifrom Ithe ICommittee Ion IHuman IResearch, IPublications 

Iand IEthics I- IKwame INkrumah IUniversity Iof IScience Iand ITechnology.  

Informed Iconsent Iwere Ialso Ibe Isought Ifrom Irespondents Ibefore Iincluding Ithem Iin Ithe Istudy. IAll  
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Iinformation Ithat Iwere Iobtained Ifrom Ithe Iparticipants Iwere Ikept Iconfidentially. IThe Inames Iof Ithe 

Irespondents Iwere Inot Ibe Iassociated Iwith Iresponses Ithat Iwere Iprovided Ito Iensure Itheir Ianonymity.  

IParticipants Iwere Iinformed Iabout Itheir Ifreedom Ito Iskip Isome Iof Ithe Iquestions Iand Iexit Ifrom Ithe  

Istudy Iat Itheir Iown Idiscretions. IThey Iwere Iinformed Ithat, Ianswering Iof Ithe Iquestionnaire Iwill Itake  

Ifive I(5) Iminutes. I  

There Iwas Ino Irisk Iassociate Iwith Ithe Istudy Iand Ithere Iwere Ino Imaterial Ior Ifinancial Ibenefit Ito  

Irespondents. IThe Iinformation Ithat Iwere Iobtained Iwill Iinform Ithe Imanagement Iof Ithe Iregion Iabout  

Ithe Iperception Iof Ithe Ipublic Iof Irabies. IThis Iwill Ialso Ihelp Ithe Imanagement Iat Ithe Iregional Iand  

Idistrict Ilevels Iand Ipolicy Imakers Ito Iimplement Iinterventions Ithat Iwill Iimprove Ion Ikeeping  

Idomestic Idogs Iand Idangers Iassociated Iwith Istray Idogs Iin Ithe Imunicipality. IParticipation Iin Ithe  

Istudy Iwas Ientirely Ivoluntary, Iand Ithat Ideclining Ito Ienter Ithe Istudy, Ideclining Ito Ianswer Ia  

Iquestion, Ior Iterminating Ithe Iinterview Ithat Iwill I Inot Ihave Iany Inegative Iconsequence. IData Icollected 

Iwere Istored Iin IResearchers Idata Ibase I(up Ito Ithree Iyears) Iin IKOBO Icollection Ionline Iand Iit Iwas 

Iprotected Iusing Ia Ipassword. I  

  

  

  

  

  

CHAPTER IFOUR  

RESULTS  
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4.0 IIntroduction  

This Isection Iprovides Ia Idetailed Idescription Iof Ithe Iresults Iobtained Ifrom Idata Ianalysis Iof Ithe  

Istudy. IThe Ivariables Iare Idescribed Ias Ifrequencies Iand Ipercentages. IThe Itables Iprovide Ia Isummary  

Iof Ithe Idemographic Iinformation Iof Ithe Irespondent’s Ibelief, Iattitude, Iperceptions Iknowledge Iof  

Irabies Iand Ipractices Itoward Idog Ibite. IThe Ifindings Iare Ipresented Iaccording Ito Ithe Iobjectives. I  

  

4.1 IQuantitative IData IAnalysis  

4.2 ISECTION IA: ISOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC ICHARACTERISTICS IOF IRESPONDENTS  

The Itable I4.0 Ibelow Idescribes Ithe IDemographic Iresponses Iof Ithe Irespondents. IOut Iof I475  

Irespondents I354 Irepresenting I74.53% Iwere Imales Iwhile I25.47 Iwere Ifemales. I  

Most Irespondents Ieither Ifell Iin Ithe I40-49 I(32.63%) Iage Icategories Ior I30-39 I(24.84%) Icategories,  

Iwhile Ithe Ileast Iwere Iaged I15-19 I(3.79%). IIn Iterms Iof Ieducational Ilevel Iwith Ithe Imajority Iof 

I(44.21%) Ireporting Ihaving Itertiary Ieducation, Iwhile I9.68% Irepresenting Iprimary Ilevel Ieducation 

Ias  Ithe  Ileast  Ion  Ithe  Itable.  IHowever,  IChristians  Iwere  Iof  Ithe  Imajority  I342  I(72.0%)  Iand  

ITraditional/Spiritualist Iconstitute Ithe Ileast Ireligious Igroup Iof I28(5.89%). IOther Ivariables Isuch Ias  

ISales Iand IServices Iand IUnskilled IManual Iconstitute Ithe Ihighest I(36.21%, I27.79%) Iof Ithe  

Ioccupation Iof Ithe Irespondents. IMeanwhile, Iclerical Irespondents I12 I(2.53%) Iwas Ithe Ileast Iamong 

Ithe Icategories Iof Ioccupation.  

  

  

Table I4.0 IDistribution Iof IRespondents Iby IAge, ISex, IEducation, IOccupation Iand IReligion  

 I   I  

Male  354  74.53  

Variables   Frequency 
  
I (N=475)   Percentage 

  
I ( % )   

SEX   
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Female  121  25.47  

AGE I(Years)  
 I   I  

15-19 I  18  3.79  

20-29 I  52  10.95  

30-39 I  118  24.84  

40-49 I  155  32.63  

50-59 I  99  20.84  

60+ I  33  6.95  

EDUCATION  
 I   I  

Primary  46  9.68  

Secondary  155  32.63  

Tertiary I  210  44.21  

No IEducation  64  13.47  

RELIGION  
 I   I  

Christian  342  72  

Muslim  53  10.95  

Traditional/Spiritualist  28  5.89  

No IReligion  58  11.16  

OCCUPATION I  
 I   I  

Professional/Technical/Managerial  45  9.47  

Clerical  12  2.53  

Sales Iand IServices  172  36.21  

Skilled IManual  73  15.37  

Unskilled IManual  132  27.79  

Agriculture  41  8.63  
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SECTION IB: ITHE IKNOWLEDGE IOF ITHE ICOMMUNITY ICONCERNING IRABIES  

Knowledge Iof IRabies  

  

A Itotal Iof I475 I(100%) Irespondents Iresponded Ito Ithis Isection. IHowever Ifrom Ithe Itable I4: I2 Ibelow,  

Iit Iwas Iobserved Ithat I96.42% Iof Ithe Irespondent Iwere Iof Ithe Iview Iof Ihearing Iabout Irabies Idisease  

Iwhile Ia Ihandful Irespondent Isaid Ithey Ihave Inot Iheard Iof Irabies Idisease Ibefore. ISources Iof  

Iinformation Iof Ithose Iwho Isaid Ithey Ihave Iheard Iof Irabies Ishows; ISchool, Ifriends Iand Ineighbors Iof  

I149 I(32.53%), Ias Ithe Imost Ioccurring Isources Iof Iinformation, Imedia Iscore Iof I20.74%, Iwhile  

Ivaccination Icampaign Ibeen Iother Isource Iwas Ithe Ileast Iamong Ithe Iresponses Iof Isources Iof  

Iinformation. I37.7% Iof Ithe Irespondents Iwho Ihave Iheard Iof Irabies Idisease Iwere Iof Ithe Iview Ithat  

Irabies Iis Ia Iviral Idisease. IOthers, I21.62% Ihave Ia Idifferent Iopinion Ithat Irabies Iis Ian Iair Iborn Idisease. 

IEven Ithough I458 Irespondent Ihave Iheard Iof Irabies Idisease, I49 Irespondents Irepresenting  

I10.70% Ihave Ino Iidea Iof Irabies Itransmissions. IAnother Ivariable Iwas Ito Iexplore Ithe Imost Icommon  

Isource Iof Irabies Itransmission. I IIt Iwas Inoticed Ithat Iplaying Iwith Iinfected Ianimal Iwithout Ibites 

I(37.77%) Iposes Ia Ibig Idanger Iof Irabies Idisease Itransmission Iaccording Ito Irespondents.  

IMeanwhile, Idogs Iare Ithe Imost Imentioned Icommon Ianimals Isources Iof Irabies Itransmission  

Imentioned Iwhich Iwas Ifollowed Iby Icat Iand Ithe Ileast Iwas Igoat Ion Ithe Ifrequency Itable Irespectively  

I(73.74%, I19.3% Iand I0.56%)  

On Ithe Iarea Iof Iprimary Isymptoms Iof Irabies, Ifever Iconstitute I187 Irepresenting I40.65%. IOthers Iare  

Ialso Iof Ithe Iview Ithat Istiff Imuscles I(16.96%) Iis Ithe Ifirst Icardinal Isign Iof Iany Irabies Idisease. I IOn  

Ithe Iarea Iof Irelationship Iof Ipersonal Idogs, Ithe Imajority Iare Iof Ithe Iview Ithat Itheir Iown Idogs Ican Ibit 

Ithem I(90.32%) Iand Itherefore Irabies Iis Idangerous Iand Iit Ican Ialso Ikill Ihuman Ibeings I(91.89%).  

IHowever, Iin Ithe Iarea Iof Idogs Ilicking Iopen Iwound Ias Ito Iwhether Ione Ican Iget Irabies, Imost Iof Ithe  

Irespondent I(51.13%) Iwere Iof Ithe Iview Ithat Idogs Ilicking Iopen Iwound Iwill Ilead Ito Igetting Irabies  
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Iwhile I48.87% Iwere Iof Ithe Iview Ithat Ithis Icannot Ibe Ipossible. IExploring Ithe Iopinion Iof Idog 

Ivaccination, I278 I(62.47%) Iwere Iof Ithe Iview Ithat Idogs Ishould Ibe Ivaccinated Ievery Iyear.  

IMeanwhile Iothers I(27.42%) Iwere Ialso Iof Ithe Iopinion Ithat Ivaccination Iof Idogs Ishould Ibe Idone Ion 

Iquarterly Ibases.  

Table: I4:1: IKnowledge Iof IRabies IDisease  

  

 
Questions  Frequency   I I I IPercentage I I I  

 I(N=475)  I I I I I I I I I I I (%)  

 
Have Iyou Iheard Iof IRabies IDisease      

Yes  458 96.42 No  17 3.58  

source Iof Iinformation Iabout IRabies I     School, Ifriends Iand Ineighbours 

 149  32.53  

 

Media   95   20.74  

Veterinary IService   135   29.48  

Healthcare ICentre   66   14.41  

Vaccination ICampaign   13   2.84  

Others   0   0  

Rabies Iis I;        

Rabies Iis Ia Iviral Iinfection Ithat Iaffects Ithe Inervous Isystem Iof  

Imammals  

 176   37.77  

Rabies Iis IBacteria Iinfection Ithat Iaffects Ithe Inervous Isystem 

Iof Imammals  

 76   16.59  

Rabies Iis Ia Iworm Iinfection Ithat Iaffects Ithe Inervous Isystem 

Iof Imammals  

 59   12.88  

Rabies Iis Ian Iair-born Iinfection Ithat Iaffects Ithe Inervous  

Isystem Iof Imammals  

 99   21.62  

No IIdea   49   10.70  

Other   3   0.44  
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Most Icommon Isource Iof IRabies        

Bites Ifrom Iinfected Ianimal I I   97   21.18  

Playing Iwith Iinfected Ianimal Iwithout Ibites   173   37.77  

Scratch Ifrom Iinfected Ianimal   75   16.38  

Consuming Imeat Ifrom Iinfected Ianimals   93   20.31  

Others   5   1.09  

No IIdea   15   3.28  

Most Icommon Ianimal Isource Iof IRabies        

Dog   264   73.74  

Cat   71   19.83  

Fowls   13   3.63  

Bat   5   1.40  

Sheep   3   0.84  

Goat   2   0.56  

Primary Isymptoms Iof Irabies Iin Ipeople I        

Fever   187   40.65  

Sore Ithroat   78   16.96  

Stiff IMuscles I   127   27.61  

Nausea I   29   5.65  

Fear Iof IWater I   16   4.57  

Paralysis I   21   4.89  

Your Idog Ican Ibite Iyou        

Yes   401   90.32  

No   43   9.68  

Is Irabies I Idangerous      

Yes  408  91.89  

No  36  8.11  

Rabies Ican Ikill      

Yes  322  72.52  

No  122  27.48  
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Rabid Idog Ilicking I Iopen Iwound Iyou Ican Ilead Ito Irabies      

Yes  227  51.13  

No  217  48.87  

Duration Iof Idog Ivaccination      

Yearly I  278  62.47  

Quarterly  122  27.42  

Monthly  43  9.66  

Weekly  1  0.22  

Others I  1  0.22  

 
  

  

SECTION IC: IACTIONS ITAKEN IWITHIN ITHE ICOMMUNITY IAFTER IEXPOSURE ITO 

IDOG IBITE  

Common IPractice Iamong ICommunity Imembers Iduring IDog IBits I(exposure)  

Assessing Ithe  Icommunity’s Ipractice Iafter Idog Iexposure, Ithe Imost Iof Ithe  Irespondents I186  

I(39.16%) Iwere Iof Ithe Iview Ithat Ibuying Imedicine Ifrom Ithe Idrug Istore Iis Ithe Ifirst Iremedy Ito Itake  

Iafter Idog Ibits Iexposure. IOthers I(29.05%) Ialso Iwere Iof Ithe Iopinion Ithat Itetanus Ivaccination Ishould  

Ibe Idone Ifirst. IMeanwhile, Icalling Ithe Idoctor I(12.84%) Iand Ithoroughly Iwashing Ithe Iwound Iwith  

Isoap Iunder Irunning Iwater I(8.84%) Iseen Ioptimum Iresponses. I  

In Irespect Ito Ithe Isuspected Irabid Ianimal I(Dog), I52.63% Iof Ithe Irespondents Isaid Ithe Ianimal Ishould  

Ibe Ikilled. IOthers I(17.68%) Iwere Iof Ithe Inotion Ithat Ithe Ianimal Ishould Ibe Isent Ito Ithe IVeterinary Ifor  

Iassessment. IHowever, I18.11% Isaid Ithe Ianimal Ishould Ibe Ichased Iaway Ifrom Ihome Iimmediately  

Iafter Isuspecting Iit. I I ITo IConfine Iand Iobserve Ithe Isuspected Ianimal Ihad Iseen Iresponse Irate Iof  

I9.68% Ias Iwell Ias I1.05% Ifor Ifive Irespondents Iwho Ihave Ino Iidea Ion Iwhat Ito Ido Ithe Irabid Ianimal  

IAbout I34.53% Iwere Ialso Iof Ithe Iview Ithat ITaking Itetanus Iinjection Ibefore Ia Ibite Iwill Iserve Ias  

Ipreventive Iand Iprotective Imeasure Iagainst Iwhile I2.74% Iare Iof Ithe Iview Ithat Ithe Idead Ianimal  

I(rabid Ianimal) Ishould Inot Ibe Itouched. I  
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In Ithe Iarea Iof Iprotective Imeasures, Ithe Ivast Imajority Iof Ithe Irespondents I340(71.58%) Ibelieve Ithey 

Ibest Iway Ito Ibe Iprotected Iagainst Irabies Iwas Ito Ihave Irabies Ivaccination Idone Ibefore Ia Ibite. IThe Itable 

Ibelow Ioutlined Ieach Iresponses.  

Table I4:3; ICommon IPractice Iamong ICommunity Imembers Iduring IDog IBits I(exposure)  

 
What Iwould Iyou Ido I(First) Iif Iyou Iare Ibitten Iby Ian Ianimal Ior  

Iexposed Ito Ithe Isaliva Iof Ia Ipossibly Irabid Ianimal I  

    

Call Ithe IDoctor I  61  12.84  

Thoroughly Iwash Ithe Iwound Iwith Isoap Iand Irunning Iwater  42   I8.84  

Buy Imedicine Ifrom Ithe IDrug Istore  186  39.16  

Put Iblack Istone Ion Ithe Iwound  46  9.68  

Take ITetanus IInjection  138  29.05  

Other I  1  0.21  

No IIdea  1  0.21  

What Ido Iyou Ido Ito Ithe Ianimal Iyou Isuspect Iof Irabies Ior Ibite  

Iyou I  

    

Kill Iit  250  52.63  

Send Ito Ithe Iveterinary I  84  17.68  

Chase Iaway Ifrom Ihome  86  18.11  

Confine Iand IObserve  46  9.68  

Other I  4  0.84  

No IIdea  5  1.05  

What Iis Ithe Ibest Iway Ito Iprotect Imyself/ Ifamily Iand Iothers  

Ifrom Irabies I  

    

Vaccinate Iyour Idomestic Idog, Icat, Ior Iferret  168  35.37  

Keep Iwild Ianimals Iout Iof Ihomes, Iworkplaces Iand Iother 

Idwellings  
128  26.95  

Take Itetanus Iinjection Ibefore Ia Ibite  164  34.53  

Questions   Frequency   

  
I I I (N=475)   

  
I I I I Percentage 

  
I   

  
I I I I I I I I I ( % )   
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Do Inot Itouch Idead Ianimals I  13  2.74  

Other I  2  0.42  

Can Ia Iperson Iget Irabies Ivaccination Ias Ipreventive Imeasures I  
    

Yes  340  71.58  

No I  135  28.42  

 
  

SECTION IC: ICOMMUNITY’S IPERCEPTION IOF IRABIES  

Perception  

About I38.32% Iof Ithe Irespondents Iwere Iof Itheir Iopinion Ithat Ifreely Iroaming Idogs Ishould Ibe  

Ivaccinated Iwhereas Iothers I(28.63%) Isuch Ipopulations Ishould Ibe Ireduced Ithrough Iscientific  

Imethods. IMeanwhile, I20.63% Iholds Itheir Iopinion Ithat Ithose Istray Idogs Ishould Ibe Ikilled Iwithout  

Iany Iconsideration. IIn Icontrolling Istay Idogs Ipopulation, I311 Irespondent Irepresenting I65.47%  

Ibelieve Ithis Ishould Ibe Idone Iwith Ithe Icollaboration Ibetween IGovernments, Iresidents Iin Ithe  

Icommunity Ias Iwell Ias INGOs Iinto Ianimal Iwelfare. IAgain, I62.58% Iperceived Istray Idogs Iattack 

Ipeople Iwhile I26% Ifound Istray Idogs Ias Icreating Inuisance Iin Ithe Ienvironment.  

Table I4:4: IPerception Ion Istray Idogs Iin Ithe Ienvironment I  

Questions  Frequency I I I I I I I I I I I 

I(N=475)  

Percentage  

 I I I I I I I I I I(%)  

Opinion Iabout Ifree Iroaming Idogs/ Istray Idogs? I  

They Ishould Ibe Ikilled  

  

98  

  

20.63  

They Ishould Iall Ibe Ivaccinated  182  38.32  

  I  I  I  I  I  I  I   

Inot Ikilling Ithem  

136  28.63  

Chase Ifrom Ihome  26  5.47  

Observed  33  6.95  

I Idon't Icare Iabout Ithem  0  0.00  

Who Iin Iyour Iopinion Iis Iresponsible Ifor Ithe Icontrolling  

Istray Idog Ipopulation  
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Their population should be reduced using some method 

 

  

  

SECTION ID: ICOMMUNITY’S IATTITUDE ITOWARD IDOG IBITES I  

Attitude Iof IIndividuals Itowards IDogs IKeeping  
 I  
The Imajority Iof Ithe Irespondent I349 I(78.60%) Iwho Iown Idogs Ido Inot Ifeed Itheir Idogs Iat Iall.  

IHowever, I(8.78%,who Ifed Itheir Idogs Idoes Iso Iones Ia Iwhile Iand Isome Ione’s Idaily I(60.0%), Iothers 

I(5.86%) Icould Inot Iremember Iwhen Ithey Ihave Ifed Itheir Idogs.  

Seeking Ifor Imedical Iattention; Iabout I63.74% Idon’t Isend Itheir Idogs Ifor Imedical Icheck-up Iat Iall. IIn 

Iaddition, I130 Irepresenting I29.28% Iseek Ifor Imedical Ihelp Ionly Iwhenever Ithe Idogs Iare Isick.  

I84.23% Iof Ithe Irespondents Ibeat Itheir Idogs Iwhenever Ithey Ihave Imisbehaved Iuntowardly. ILikewise,  

I70.95% Iwho Iown Idogs Ido Inot Ivaccinate Itheir Idogs. IReasons Ifor Inot Ivaccinating Idogs Iseem I“vaccination  

Ibeen Itoo Iexpensive” I136 I(43.17%) Iand Ivaccination Icentre Ibeen Itoo Ifar Iof I(33.33%). ISome  

Irespondents I(23.49%) Iare Inot Ieven Iaware Ithey Ihave Ito Ivaccinate Itheir Idogs. I11.71% Ias Ifully Ifenced  

Itheir Ihouses Ito Iprevent Idogs Ifrom Ibeen Ion Ithe Istreet Ior Igoing Ito Ithe Inearby Ihouses. IA Ihigher Inumber Iof  

Government Ionly  138  29.05  

Government Iplus Ipeople Iin Ithe Icommunity/NGO  311  65.47  

Don’t Iknow  26  5.47  

What Iproblems Ido Istray IDogs Icontribute Ito?      

They Ibark Ia Ilot Iand Icreate Inuisance  123  26.00  

Attack Iand Ibite Ipeople Iwho Ipass Itheir Iway  296  62.58  



 

40  

  

Irespondents I(60.32%) Iwho Iown Idogs Ifreely Iallow Itheir Idogs Imoving Ito Inearby Ihouses Iand Istreet Ias  

Iwell Ias Iothers I107 I(24.10%) Ipartially Ifenced Itheir Ihomes I  

Table I4:5: I IATTITUDE IOF IINDIVIDUALS ION IDOGS  

Questions  Frequency 

I(N=475)  

Percentage  

 I(%)  

Feeding Iyou Idog  

One’s Ia Iwhile I  
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8.78  

One’s Ia Iday  27  6.08  

Twice Ia Iday  2  0.45  

Trice Ia Iday I  1  0.23  

No Ifeeding Iat Iall  349  78.60  

I Ican’t Iremember  26  5.86  

Others  0  0  

Do Ioften Ido Iyou Itake Iyour Idog Ifor Imedical Icheckup  

Every Imonths  

  

2  

  

0.45  

Every Iquarter  9  2.03  

Very IYear  11  2.48  

Whenever Ithe Idog Iis Isick   I130  29.28  

Not Iat Iall  283  63.74  

Others  9  2.03  

Do Iyou Ibeat Iyour Idog Iwhen Iit Imisbehaves I   Yes    

374  84.23  

No  70  15.77  

 IHave Iyou Ivaccinated Iyour Idog  

Yes I  

  

129  

  

29.05  

No  315  70.95  

Reason Ifor Inot Ivaccinating Iyour I  

Not Iaware Iof Idog Ivaccination I  

  

74  

  

23.49  

Vaccination Itoo Iexpensive  136  43.17  

Vaccination Icentre Itoo Ifar  105  33.33  

Level Iof Idog Iconfinements I 

Caged I  

  

7  

  

2.22  

Rope I  9  2.86  

Freely Imoving Iwithin Ithe Ihouse  109  34.60  

Free Imoving Ito Inearby Ihouses Iand Istreet  190  60.32  

Level Iof IHome IFencing I  

Not Ifenced I  

  

285  

  

64.19  

Partially Ifenced  107  24.10  

Fully Ifenced  52  11.71  
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CHAPTER IFIVE  

DISCUSSION  

Demographic Icharacteristics I  

The Idemographic Icharacteristics Iof Irespondents Ias Ipresented Iin Idemographic Itable Iseem Ito Ihave  

Imore IMales Iresponding Ito Ithe Iquestionnaire Ithan IFemale Ibecause, Ithe Imarried Iwomen Iwere Iof  

Ithe Iview Ithat Itheir Ihusbands Ishould Ibe Iin Ithe Iposition Iin Iresponding Ito Ithe Isurvey Inot Ithem. I  

In Ithe Iarea Iof Ireligion, Isome IMuslims Iwho Ihave Idogs Ibelieved Ithat Idogs Iplays Ia Ivery Iimportant  

Irole Iin Isecuring Ihomes Iwhen Iwell Itrained Iand Ithat Ithey Ihave Idogs Ibecause Iof Iinsecurity I Iof Ithe  

Icurrent Istate Iin Ithe Icountry. I  

Even Ithough Ithe Ieducational Ilevel Iof Ithe Irespondents Iwas Igood I(tertiary) Imost Iare Iinto Isales Iand  

Iservice Isuch Ias Iselling Iof Imobile Iphones, Ifast Ifoods Iand Iothers Iengaged Iin Ithe Isale Iof Ihome Iused 

Iclothing Ias Isources Iof Iincome.  
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The IKnowledge Iof Ithe ICommunity IConcerning IRabies  

 IData Ifrom Ithe Ianalysis Ishows Ithat Imost Iof Ithe Icommunity Imembers Ihave Iheard Iof Irabies Idisease  

Ibefore, Iyet Ivariables Isuch Ias I“common Isources Iof Iinformation Iwas Iattributed Ito Ihearing Ifrom ISchools, 

 Ifriends  Iand  Iclose Ineighbours  Ihad  Iseen  Imore  Iresponses.  ISchools,  Ifriends 

 Iand  Iclose 

Ineighbours Ihad Ibeen Iseen Ito Iplay Ian Iimportant Irole Iin Ithe Idisseminations Iof Iinformation Ion IRabies Ias  

Icompared Ito Ithe Imedia, Ihealth Ifacilities I(personnel) Iand Ithe Iveterinary. IThis Isupports Ia Istudy Idone Iin  

IAbidjan, Imost Iof Ithe Ipeople Iinterview Iknew Iof Irabies Idisease Iand Ischools Iwas Ithe Imost Ioccurring  

Isources Iof Iinformation ITiembré Iet Ial I(2014). IThis Imakes Ischools Ian Iimportant Itargets Iof Ipublic  

Iawareness Icreation Ior Ieducation Ion Irabies Ithan Iany Iother Isources. IThis Iis Ia Icall Ifor Ithe Iveterinary 

IDepartment Ion Ithe IMinistry Iof IAgriculture Ito Iembark Ipublic Ieducation Ion Irabies Idisuses.  

Less Ithan I50% Iknew Ithat Irabies Iis Ia Iviral Idisease. I. I IThis Iis Ialso Iseen Iwhen Ithe Irespondents Isaid  

Irabies Iis Ian Iair-born Iinfection Ithat Iaffects Ithe Inervous Isystem Iof Imammals I21.62%. IRelating  

Ithis Ito Istudent Iin ISouth ISudan I(Holmes, IE. IC. I(2008), Iit Irevealed Ithat Imost Iof Ithe Irespondent Ido  

Inot Iknow Ihow Irabies Iis Itransmitted Ito Ihuman. IAnother Istudy Iconducted Iin ISouthern IEthiopia 

Iamong IKoma’s, I(Salomon, IJ. I(2010).Their Ifindings Iwere Inot Idifferent Ifrom Ithe ISudan Istudy. I I I I 

IFrom Ithis Istudy, Iit Iwas Iobverted Ithat Iplaying Iwith Ianimals Iwithout Ia Ibite Ican Iconstitute Irabies  

Itransmission,  Iwhile  Iexposing  Iones  Iopened  Iwound  Ito  Idogs  Ito  Ilick  Idose  Inot  Ilead  Ito  Irabies  

Itransmission. IThe Irespondents Iwere Iof Ithe Iview Ithat, Ithis Iwill Irather Ifacilitate Iwound Ihealing Ithan  

Inormal Iwound Idressing. IAccording Ito Ithem, Ithis Ipractice Iis Iless Iexpensive Iand Ithe Iresult Iwithin Itwo  

Iweeks Iis Ipositive. IWhile Iin Ia Istudy Iconducted INigeria I(Abubakar, IM. IJ. I2010), Ithe Iresult Ishows  

Ithat Imost Irespondent Ibelieve Ithis Ipractices Iis Idangerous Iand Ican Ileads Ito Irabies. IThe Ipractice Iof  

Idogs Ilicking Iopen Iwounds Ifor Ifaster Ihealing Ie Ineeds Ito Ibe Idiscourages Ibecause Irabies Iis Ia Iviral  

Idisease Iand Iit Imigrate Ito Ithe Isalivary Igland Iof Ithe Iaffected Idogs. ISuch Ipractices Irather Iwill Iexpose Ithe  

Iindividuals Ito Irabies Iinfection Iif Ionly Ithe Idogs Iis Ian Iinfected Idogs. IThere Ishould Ibe Ia Ivery Istrong  
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Icollaboration Ibetween Ithe IVeterinary Idepartments Iand Ithe IHealth Iservice Ito Ireach Iout Ito Ithe Ientire  

Ipopulation Ion Irabies Idisease.  

From Ithe Iearlier Idiscussion Iit Ican Ibe Iseen Ithat Iamong Ithe Irabies Icontrol Imeasures, Ieducation Iis 

Ivery Iimportant. IThe Itype Iof Iinformation Igiven Ito Ithe Igeneral Ipublic Iabout Irabies Imust Ibe Iclear  

Iand Irelevant. ICommunity Iparticipation Ior Iinvolvement Iis Ialso Ivery Iimportant, Ibut Ibefore Ithe  

Icommunity Iwill Iparticipate Ithey Ineed Ito Ibe Ieducated Ion Iwhy Ithey Ishould Iparticipate Iand Iwhat  

Ithey Iare Iexpected Ito Ido Ior Ithe Ieconomic Iimportant Iof Irabies. IWith Iadequate Iinformation, Idog  

Iowners Iwould Imake Ian Iinformed Idecisions Ithat Iwill Ihealth Ithem Itake Iappropriate Iactions Itoward  

Itheir Idogs. IThis I(knowledge) Iwould Iencourage Iparticipation Iand Icooperation Ifrom Idog Iowners Iand 

Iit Ican Ilead Ito Imore Ieffective Icontrol Iprogrammes.  

  

 IIn Iassessing Ithe Iknowledge Iof Ithe Ipopulation, IMajority Iknew Ithat Irabies Iis Ia Ivery Idangerous  

Idisease Iand Ican Ikill Ithem. I IMost Iof Irespondents Ialso Iknow Ithat Ithey Iare Iat Irisk Iof Ibeing Ibitten Iby  

Itheir Iown Idogs. IWhen Iasked Iabout Ithe Isymptoms Iof Irabies, Iless Ithan Ihalf Iof Ithe Irespondents  

Icould Imention Ifever Ias Ithe Icommon Isymptom. I I  

Wilmshurst, IJ. IM. I(2014), Iin Ihis Istudy Irevealed Imajority Iof IAfricans Iare Iexposed Ito Irabies  

Iinfection Ibecause Imothers Ido Inot Iknow Ihow Irabies Iis Itransmitted Iand Ialso Ihave Ilesser Iknowledge  

Ion Irabies Iprevention. IThis Istudy Iwas Iconducted Ito Iascertain ICurrent Iand IFuture ITrends Iin Ithe  

IEpidemiology, IPrevention, ITreatment, IControl Iand IPossible IElimination Iof IRabies. IViews Ion  

Ithis Istudy, Iit Iis Ian Iindication Ithat Iinformation Iat Ithe Icommunity Ilevel Iis Iwoefully Iis Iincomplete, 

Iand Imay Inot Ilead Ito Irequired Iactions.  

Communities IPractice Iafter IExposure Ito IDog IBite I  

From Ithe Ianalysis Iit Iwas Inoticed Ithat Ibuying Iof Imedicines Ifrom Ithe Idrug Istores Iand Itaken Iof ITetanus  
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Iinjection Iwere Ithe Icommon Ipractices Iof Ithe Irespondents. IExploring Itheir Ireasons Ifor Iseeking  

Itreatment Ifrom Iabove Isources, Isome Iwere Iof Iopinion Ithat; Ithere Iwill Inot Ibe Ia Iqueue Iat Ithe Ichemical 

Ishops Iand Iservices Iover Ithere Iare Ivery Ifast. IOthers Iwere Ialso Iof Ithe Iopinion Ithat Ithe Itetanus Iinjection 

Iworks Ithe Isame Ias Ianother Imedicines I(anti-rabies). I  

A Isimilar Isurvey Iconducted Iin ITamale I(Municipal IAssembly I(1997); IAnnual IReport,) Ishows Ithat  

Imajority Iof Ithe Irespondents Ibuy Imedicines Iand Icall Ifor Itetanus Iinjection Ifrom Ithe Ichemical Isellers 

Iwhenever Ithey Iare Ibeen Ibitten Iby Idogs. IIn Ianother Istudy Iconducted; IMotschwiller, IE.  

I(2000 Imost Iof Ithe) Irespondents Iresort Ito Imedical Ihelp Iwhen Ievery Ibitten Iby Idogs I(South IAfrica,  

IAngola, IEgypt) Iyet Iin ISub-Saharan IAfrica Icountries, Ithe Ipractice Iof Ibuying Imedication Ifrom Idrugs 

Istores Iand Ipeddlers Iare Icommon Iwhenever Ibitten Iby Idogs.  

However, Ithis Iis Ian Iindication Iof Iinsufficient Iinformation I(knowledge) Iat Ithe Icommunity Ilevels. IThe  

Imost Iimportant Iactions Iwere Iall Ileft Iout. IThe Ithorough Iwashing Ithe Iwound Iwith Isoap Iunder  

Irunning  Iwater  Iand  Iseeking  IMedical  Ihelp  Iwere  Iall  Inot  Iconsidered  Ias  Iintervention  Imeasures  

Imentioned Iby Ithe Irespondents. I I  

Under Ithe IAnimal IDisease I(Act Iof I1961), Ithe IVeterinary IServices IDepartment Iis Ito Ibe Inotified Iof 

Icases Iof Ianimal Idiseases Iand Ialso Ithe IAct Iempowers Ithe IDepartment Ito Iisolate Iinfected Ianimals.  

IThe IDepartment Iis Ivested Iwith Ithe Ipower Ito Iinspect Iany Ianimal Iat Ia Ireasonable Itime. IDog Iowners  

Iare Ito Ihoused I(caged) Itheir Ianimals Iand Iprevent Ithem Ifrom Istraying. IOwners Iare Ito Ipresent Itheir  

Ianimals Ito Ithe IVeterinary Istaff Ifor Iinspection Iand Ifor Iany Iveterinary Iintervention Isuch Ias  

Itreatment Iand Ivaccination Ito Ibe Icarried Iout. IPeople Ibitten Iby Idogs Iare Ito Ireport Ito Ithe IMinistry Iof  

IHealth Ifor IPost IExposure ITreatment I(Hospital Ior Iclinics) Iand Ialso Ireport Ito Ithe IVeterinary  

IServices IDepartment Ias Ispecified Iin Ithe IDisease Iof IAnimals IAct I1961 Iwith Ithe Idog Ifor Iveterinary  

Iexamination Iand Iquarantine. IDogs Iwith Iclinical Isigns Iand Ithose Ibitten Iby Isuspected Irabid Ianimals  
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Iare Ikilled Iand Isent Ito Ithe Iveterinary Ilaboratory Ifor Iexamination. IAs Ito Iwhether Idog Iowners Iin Ithe 

IGa IEast IMunicipality Iknew Iand Iadhere Ito Ithese Iregulations Iis Ialso Ianother Iissue Ito Ibe Iconsidered.  

Community Iperception Iregarding IRabies  

Majority Iof Idogs Iowned Iby Imembers Iin Ithe Icommunity Iare Inot Icaged I(housed) Iand Inot Ifed. IIn Ia  

Istudy Iconducted Iby ICleaveland, IS. I(2003), Iit Ialso Irevealed Ithat Imost IRural IAfrica Idog Iowners Ido  

Inot Ihouse Itheir Idogs. IThe Isame Istudy Ialso Istated Ithat Ithe Idogs Iare Imostly Ion Ifree Irange Iand Ithey  

Ilook Ifor Itheir Iown Ifood. I  

  

Community’s IAttitude Itoward Icaring Ifor Itheir IDogs I  

The Imajority Iof Ithe Irespondents Ido Inot Isend Itheir Idogs Ifor Imedical Icheck-up Iat Iall. IEven Ithose  

Iwho Isend Itheir Idogs Idoes Iso Iwhen-every Ithe Idogs Iare Isick. ISome Iof Ithe Irespondents Ibeat Itheir Idogs  

Iwhenever Ithey Ihave Imisbehaved Iuntowardly. IIn Ia Istudy I(Ehimiyein, II. IO. I(2014), Iit Iwas Irevealed Ithat  

Imost Idogs Iowners Iin INigeria, Ido Inot Isend Itheir Idogs Ifor Imedical Icheck-ups. IAgain Iin Ia Istudy Iby  

IAdewale, IO. IG. I(2010), Ifindings Iare Inot Idifferent Ifrom I(Ehimiyein, II. IO. I(2014). IMajority Iof Ithe  

Irespondents Ileft Itheir Idogs Ito Iseek Ifor Itheir Iown Ihealth Iout Isending Ithem Ifor Imedical Icheck-ups Ior 

Ieven Iwhen Ithe Idogs Iare Isick, Ithey Ido Inot Icare Ifor Itheir Ihealth.  
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CHAPTER ISIX  

CONCLUSION IAND IRECOMMENDATIONS  

6.1. IConclusion  

Study Irevealed Ithat Ithe Iresidents Iof IGa IEast IKnow Iabout IRabies Idisease Iand Ithat Ithey Iare Iof Ithe  

Iview Irabies Iis Itransmitted Imostly Iby Idogs. IHowever, Imost Iof Ithe Irespondent Ibelieve Irabies Iis Ia  

Ibacterial Idisease. IThe Icommon Ipractice Iof Ithe Icommunity Imembers Iafter Idog Iexposure Iis Ibuying 

Iand Itaken Itetanus Iinjection Iat Ichemical Ishops Ionly Ifew Iseek Ifor Imedical Ihelp Iat Ithe Ihealth  

Ifacility. I  

Most Iof Ithe Icommunity Imembers Iperceived Ithat Irabies Ican Ikill Ithem Iand Iall Istray Idogs Ihave Ito Ibe  

Ikilled Iwith Iconsideration. IHowever, Imost Iof Ithem Idon’t Ibelieve Ithat Iwhen Idogs Ilick Itheir Iopen 

Iwound Ithey Ican Iget Iinfected Iwith Irabies.  

In Iconclusion, Ithe Iresident’s Iin IGa IEast IMunicipality Iare Iof Ithe Iview Ithat Iall Idogs Ishould Ibe 

Ivaccinated Iagainst Irabies Iand Ithe Ivaccines Ishould Ibe Imade Iaccessible Iand Iaffordable.  

6.2. IRecommendations  

Base Ion Ithe Istudy Ifindings Iand Iother Iinformation Icollected Iduring Ithe Istudy, Ithe Ifollowing  
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IRecommendations Iare Imade:  

1. The IMinistry Iof IHealth Iand IVeterinary IServices IDepartment Iof Ithe IMinistry Iof IFood Iand  

IAgriculture Ishould Iembark Ion Ieducation Ion IRabies.  

2. Vaccines Ishould Ibe Imade Iavailable I Iand Iaccessible Ito Ithe Iresident I(Dog IOwners) Iin IGa  

IEast I  

3. There Ishould Ibe Ia Icommunity Idurbar Ito Ibring Iall Istakeholders Itogether Iin Ithe Ifight Iagainst  

Irabies.  

.  
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 IIDENTIFICATION  

Questionnaire Ino………………………… I I I I I I IDate Iof Iinterview: I………………... I  

Sub-District I………………………………  

Introduction:  

 II Iam Ia Istudent Iof IKwame INkrumah IUniversity Iof IScience Iand ITechnology. II Iam Ihere Ito Icollect  

Iinformation Ion IRabies IDisease, Ithis Iinformation Iis Igoing Ito Ibe Iused Ifor Iresearch Ipurpose Ionly  

Iand Iit Iis Iexpected Ithat Ithe Ioutcome Iof Ithe Iresearch Iwill Ibe Iused Ito Iimprove Ion IRabies Idisease  

Iamong Iresidence Iin Ithe IMunicipality. II Itherefore Irequest Ifor Iyour Itime Iand Icooperation Ito  

Iparticipate Iin Ithis Iinterview Ithat Iwill Inot Itake Imuch Iof Iyour Itime. IYou Ihave Ievery Iright Ito Iopt Iout 

Ifrom Ithis Iexercise Iand Iyour Idecision Iis Ihighly Iaccepted.  

  

  

SECTION IA: ISOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC ICHARACTERISTICS I  

1. Sex I  

  

 Male I---------------------------------------- I0    

Female---------------------------------------1  

  

2. Age I  

  

15-19------------------------------------------1  

20-29------------------------------------------2  

30-39------------------------------------------4  

40-49------------------------------------------5  

50-59------------------------------------------6  

60+ I I I------------------------------------------7  
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3. Education I  

  

Primary I I I I------------------------------------------1 Secondary--------------------------------

----------2  

Tertiary I I I I------------------------------------------3  

 INo IEducation I I I------------------------------------------4  

  

4. Religion I  

a) Christian I-------------------------------------------1  

b) Muslim I I I I------------------------------------------2  

c) Traditional/Spiritualist I…-………………….3  

d) No IReligion I---------------------------------------4  

  

  

  

5. Occupation I  

a) Professional/Technical/Managerial I------------------------------1  

b) Clerical---------------------------------------- I----------------------2  

c) Sales Iand IServices--------------------------------------------------3  

a) Skilled IManual I-----------------------------------------------------4  

b) Unskilled IManual---------------------------------------------------5  

c) Agriculture-----------------------------------------------------------6  

  

  

  

SECTION IB. IDOG IOWNERSHIP/ IPURPOSE IOF IKEEPING IDOGS  

  

6. Ownership Iof Idogs I  

a) Yes I-------------------------------------------------0  

b) No I I I-------------------------------------------------1  
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7. Number Iof IDogs IOwned I(Answer Ithis Iquestion Iif Iyou Isay IYES Ito Ithe Iprevious 

Iquestion) I  

a) 1  

b) 2  

c) 3  

d) 4  

e) 5  

  

  

8. Purpose Iof Ikeeping Idogs Iat Ihome I(All Ishould Ianswer) I  

a) Hunting I--------------------------------------1  

b) Home IPet I------------------------------------2  

c) Home IGuide---------------------------------3  

d) For ISale I(Business) I------------------------4   

SECTION IC: IKNOWLEDGE IOF IRABIES  

  

  

9. Have Iyou Iheard Iof IRabies IDisease? I  

a) Yes-----------------------------------------------0  

b) No------------------------------------------------1  

  

  

10. If Iyes, Iwhat Iis Ithe Isource Iof Iinformation? I  

a) School, Ifriends Iand Ineighbours I---------------1  

b) Media----------------------------------------------2  

c) Veterinary IService-------------------------------3  

d) Healthcare ICentre--------------------------------4  

e) Vaccination ICampaign I--------------------------5  

f) Others I--------------------------------------------------6  

  

11. If Iyes, Iwhat Iis IRabies? I  

a. Rabies Iis Ia Iviral Iinfection Ithat Iaffects Ithe Inervous Isystem Iof 

Imammals.-------1  

b. Rabies Iis IBacteria Iinfection Ithat Iaffects Ithe Inervous Isystem Iof 

Imammals-----2  

c. Rabies Iis Ia Iworm Iinfection Ithat Iaffects Ithe Inervous Isystem Iof 

Imammals.-----3  

d. Rabies Iis Ian Iair-born Iinfection Ithat Iaffects Ithe Inervous Isystem Iof Imammals--4  
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e. No IIdea----------------------------------------------------------------------------------5  

f. Other I---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------  

  

  

  

  

12. What Iis Ithe Imost Icommon Isource Iof IRabies? I  

a. Dog----------------------------------------------------1  

b. Cat-----------------------------------------------------2  

c. Fowls--------------------------------------------------3  

d. Bat-----------------------------------------------------4  

e. Sheep--------------------------------------------------5  

f. Goat----------------------------------------------------6  

g. Cow-----------------------------------------------------7  

  

13. How Iis Irabies Icommonly Itransmitted?  

a) Bites Ifrom Iinfected Ianimal I--------------------------1  

b) Playing Iwith Iinfected Ianimal Iwithout Ibites--------2  

c) Scratch Ifrom Iinfected Ianimal------------------------3  

d) Consuming Imeat Ifrom Iinfected Ianimals-----------4  

e) Others I-------------------------------------------------------5  

f) No IIdea-------------------------------------------------6  

  

  

  

  

  

14. What Iare Ithe IPrimary Isymptoms Iof Irabies Iin Ipeople I(Mention Iat Ileast Itwo?) I  

  

a) Fever------------------------ I1  

b) Sore Ithroat------------------2  

c) Stiff IMuscles I--------------3  

d) Nausea----------------------4  

e) Fear Iof IWater----------------5  
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f) Paralysis I---------------------6  

  

  

15. Do Iyou Ithink Iyour Idog Ican Ibite Iyou?  

a) Yes I--------------------------0  

b) No----------------------------1  

16. Do Iyou Ithink Irabies Iis Idangerous?  

a) Yes I--------------------------0  

b) No----------------------------1  

17. Do Iyou Ibelieve Ithat Irabies Ican Ikill?  

a) Yes I--------------------------0  

b) No----------------------------1  

18. Do Iyou Ithink Iwhen Ia Irabid Idog Ilicks Iyour Iopen Iwound Iyou Ican Iget Irabies?  

a) Yes I--------------------------0  

b) No----------------------------1  

19. IHow Ioften Ido Iyou Ithink Iyou Ishould Ivaccinate Iyour Idog?  

a) Yearly I---------------------------- I1  

b) Quarterly--------------------------2  

c) Monthly---------------------------3  

d) Weekly----------------------------4  

e) Others I-----------------------------5  

  

SECTION ID; IATTITUDE I IOF IINDIVIDUALS ION IDOGS  
 I  

  

20. How Ioften Ido Iyou Ifeed Iyou Idog?  

a) One’s Ia Iwhile I-----------------1  

b) One’s Ia Iday--------------------2  

c) Twice Ia Iday--------------------3  

d) Trice Ia Iday I--------------------4  

e) No Ifeeding Iat Iall---------------5  

f) I Ican’t Iremember---------------6 1. Others  

21. Do Ioften Ido Iyou Itake Iyour Idog Ifor Imedical Icheckup?  

a) Every Imonths---------------------1  

b) Every Iquarter---------------------2  

c) Very IYear-------------------------3  

d) Whenever Ithe Idog Iis Isick--------4  

e) Not Iat Iall--------------------------5  

f) Others------------------------------6  
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22. IDo Iyou Ibeat Iyour Idog Iwhen Iit Imisbehaves? I  

a) Yes-------------------------------------0  

b) No--------------------------------------1  

23. IDog’s Ivaccination Istatus I(For Ithose Iwho Iowe IDogs). IHave Iyou Ivaccinated Iyour 

Idog?  

a) Yes I--------------------------------------------0  

b) No----------------------------------------------1  

  

24. Reason Ifor Inot IVaccinating Iyour Idog I(Answer Ithis Iquestion Iif Iyour Iresponse Ito 

Ithe Iquestion Iabove Iis Ino) I  

a) Not Iaware Iof Idog Ivaccination I--------------1  

b) Vaccination Itoo Iexpensive-------------------2  

c) Vaccination Icentre Itoo Ifar--------------------3  

  

  

25. Level Iof Idog Iconfinements I  

a) Caged I-------------------------------------------1  

b) Rope I--------------------------------------------2  

c) Freely Imoving Iwithin Ithe Ihouse-------------3  

d) Free Imoving Ito Inearby Ihouses Iand Istreet---4  

  

  

26. Level Iof IHome IFencing I  

a) Not Ifenced I--------------------------------------1  

b) Partially Ifenced---------------------------------2  

c) Fully Ifenced-------------------------------------3  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

SECTION IE; IPERCEPTION I   
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27. What Iis Iyour Iopinion Iabout Ifree Iroaming Idogs/ Istray Idogs? I  

a) They Ishould Ibe Ikilled--------------------------------------------------------

-------1  

b) They Ishould Iall Ibe Ivaccinated----------------------------------------------

--------2  

c) Their Ipopulation Ishould Ibe Ireduced Iusing Isome Imethod Inot Ikilling 

Ithem---3  

d) Chase Ifrom Ihome------------------------------------------------------------

--------4  

e) Observed-------------------------------------------------------------------------------5  

f) I Idon't Icare Iabout Ithem---------------------------------------------------------------6  

  

28. Who Iin Iyour Iopinion Iis Iresponsible Ifor Ithe Icontrolling Istray Idog Ipopulation?  

a) Government Ionly------------------------------------- I1  

b) Government I+ Ipeople Iin Ithe Icommunity/NGO---3  

c) Don’t Iknow--------------------------------------------4  

  

29. What Iproblems Ido Istray IDogs Icontribute Ito?  

a) They Ibark Ia Ilot Iand Icreate Inuisance------------------------------1  

b) Attack Iand Ibite Ipeople Iwho Ipass Itheir Iway---------------------2  

c) Not Ia Iproblem Iat Iall---------------------------------------------------3  

  

SECTION IF: ICOMMON IPRACTICE IDURING IDOG   

30. What Iwould Iyou Ido I(First) Iif Iyou Iare Ibitten Iby Ian Ianimal Ior Iexposed Ito Ithe Isaliva 

Iof Ia Ipossibly Irabid Ianimal? I  

a) Call Ithe IDoctor I-----------------------------------------------------

1  

b) Thoroughly Iwash Ithe Iwound Iwith Isoap Iand Irunning Iwater---

2  

c) Buy Imedicine Ifrom Ithe IDrug Istore-------------------------------

3  

d) Put Iblack Istone Ion Ithe Iwound-------------------------------------4  

e) Take ITetanus IInjection---------------------------------------------5  

f) Other I----------------------------------------------------------------------6  

g) No IIdea   
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31. What Ido Iyou Ido Ito Ithe Ianimal Iyou Isuspect Iof Irabies Ior Ibite Iyou? I  

a. Kill Iit-------------------------------------------------------------------1  

b. Send Ito Ithe Iveterinary------------------------------------------------2 I  

c. Chase Iaway Ifrom Ihome----------------------------------------------3  

d. Confine Iand IObserve-------------------------------------------------4  

e. Other I----------------------------------------------------------------------6  

  

f. No IIdea  

32. What Iis Ithe Ibest Iway Ito Iprotect Imyself/ Ifamily Iand Iothers Ifrom Irabies? I  

a. Vaccinate Iyour Idomestic Idog, Icat, Ior Iferret------------------------------

---1  

b. Keep Iwild Ianimals Iout Iof Ihomes, Iworkplaces Iand Iother Idwellings---

---2  

c. Take Itetanus Iinjection Ibefore Ia Ibite-------------------------------------------3  

d. Do Inot Itouch Idead Ianimals I----------------------------------------------------4  

e. Other I----------------------------------------------------------------------6  

  

  

33. Can Ia Iperson Iget Irabies Ivaccination Ias Ipreventive Imeasures? I  

a) Yes----------------------------------------------------------------------------------1  

b) No I----------------------------------------------------------------------------------2  

  

Thank Iyou  

  

  


