WELCOME ADDRESS BY CHAIRMAN OF UNIVERSITY COUNCIL NANA
(DR) OTUO SIRIBOE II, OMANHENE OF JUABEN TRADITIONAL AREA ON
THE OCCASION OF THE 41ST CONGREGATION OF KWAME NKRUMAH
UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, KUMASI
ON FRIDAY JUNE, 8 TH 2007 (AFTERNOON SESSION –
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING)

Your Excellency, the President/Vice President of the Republic
Honourable Ministers of State
Honourable Members of Parliament
Your Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic Corps
Members of the Council of State
Metropolitan Chief Executive
Nananom
Vice-Chancellor
University Council Members
Pro Vice-Chancellor
Registrar
University Chaplains
College Provosts
Deans
Heads of Department
Senior Members
Senior and Junior Staff
Invited Guests
Parents and Families of Graduating Students
Graduands
Members of the Press Corps
Students
Ladies and Gentlemen

1

As tradition demands and on behalf of the Chancellor of this University, I have the
singular honour to warmly welcome all of you to this year’s 41 st University Congregation
ceremony. I particularly welcome all who have travelled afar to be part of today’s
occasion. The University is very grateful for your time and presence.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, today marks a very historic turning point in the lives
of these young men and women whose lives have been transformed positively through
their education at the KNUST. It is today that marks the beginning of the harvest of the
investment the nation, society and their parents/guardians made in them. Today is the day
the KNUST would reward their discipline, dedication and hard work with prestigious
certificates which is a license for their professional practice. I take this opportunity to
congratulate them all on their noble achievement.

Ladies and gentlemen, as we are all aware, this year marks Ghana and in fact, black
Africa’s Jubilee of independence from colonial rule and subjugation and the celebrations
have been jubilant. This period has brought in its wake, several opportunities for us to
take stock of our activities as a nation and as Africans for the past 50 years. The KNUST
is one of the key institutions which was set up to help in laying a very solid foundation by
producing science and technology experts to man our accelerated development and
economic emancipation effort. It is very true that over the last few decades, several
changes have taken place in the corporate world which has greatly influenced the conduct
of our core business of teaching, research and service to the community. The Kwame
Nkrumah University of Science and Technology being conscious of its relevance and
pivotal role in the development affairs of Ghana in particular and Africa in general, has
over the years also yielded itself to several changes in order to continually remain
relevant to the socio-economic aspirations of the nation.
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Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, as part of this University’s Vision “to be globally
recognised as the premier Centre of Excellence in Africa for teaching, research and
entrepreneurship training in science and technology for development”, we are privileged
to graduate students from our prestigious College of Engineering. At this juncture, I
would like to caution our graduands that, as graduates from the College of Engineering,
there is no better opportunity for you to show society what you are made of. You must
help Ghana to set the pace in Africa’s industrialisation effort. You must use your efforts
to create new products and services as a way of gaining competitive advantage in an
increasingly competitive job market. As graduates of the College of Engineering, you are
highly expected by society to possess the antidote to its problems; especially in this year
of our jubilee which marks our renaissance and rebirth. As engineers from the College of
Engineering, you must see technology as a pattern for the transformation into reality, our
developmental aspirations.

You are by nature very unique and fortunate and therefore, challenged to lead the crusade
to help Ghana lit Africa’s economic freedom. The Good Book states that, “For everyone
to whom much is given, of him shall much be required; and of him to whom men entrust
much, they will require and demand all the more” – Luke 12:48(b).

Remember that, as

you leave this University, you are likely to face several challe nges. The way you handle
them will depend primarily on what you have learnt from your programme of study as
well as how innovative you are. The modern world is being swept by changes and
opportunities, but being successful will depend on how well you exploit your most
valuable assets which are your knowledge, attitudes, skills and creativity.

Your excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, it is my considered opinion that, until the day
government policy will see a paradigm shift in focus towards technology and sciencebased education, our development aspirations would still be a mirage. There is no doubt
that the national cake should be shared among all the need areas of our economy. We
should also never loose sight of the fact that, we cannot spread ourselves thinly and
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become jack of all trades, lest we become ineffective in any area/sector. We in the helm
of affairs of KNUST look forward to the day when government policy would see an
integration of good science-based knowledge development in all sector policies, ensuring
that all trade and monetary policies are actually favourable for the promotion of research
and development in science and technology. I look forward to a day when government
officials will all become very conscious of science and technology development and their
ramifications for the development of the nation and Africa in general.

Ladies and gentlemen, we however, fully appreciate the fact that, government budget is
not limitless and other sectors of the economy also need to be supported. It is on this note
that we humbly call on corporate Ghana to partner us by establishing bursaries and chairs
for the continual research and development of solutions into problems facing our
economy on a technological and scientific basis. Corporate bodies and institutions such
as the British American Tobacco, Temo Oil Refinery and the Ghana Institute of Bankers
have established chairs aimed are facilitating research and development of technologies
that would help better their fortunes. We greatly appreciate their efforts. I call on other
corporate bodies to emulate these examples by building hostels, providing equipment,
sponsoring needy students through scholarships, etc. There are many alumni members
who are currently doing extremely well in their fields of endeavour and some of them are
even proudly corporate captains. It is my hope to see the day when alumni members
would come to the aid of students who are currently studying at KNUST. My ViceChancellor has recently been visiting our alumni in all parts of Ghana in an attempt to
whip up their interest in supporting the course of their alma mater. I must take the
opportunity to thank the North American Chapter of our alumni association for
continually donating hospital equipment to their alma mater. I am informed plans are
advanced for an alumni hostel project to be built here on our campus. I therefore, use this
opportunity to call on all alumni of this prestigious University all over the world to do all
in their part to contribute their quota by acting as advocates for the KNUST. As an
institution, we are very proud of all our alumni.
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Once again, you are all welcome to the 41 st Congregation of the Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and Technology.

Thank you.
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